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Features of the Others’ Image

in Models from the Ancient Travel Literature
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Summary:

Travel literature is nothing but a product of the experience of the traveler’s
contact with a specific culture or with several cultures. In essence, it is a
novel of the cultural interaction between the "I" and the "other". There is no
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doubt that each culture bears a certain image of the “other”, and the “other” is
everything that the selfperceives to be in opposition to or different from it. It is the
one who judges the collective self to contradict it, and judges his difference from it in
all the systems of life. We aim to clarify the picture that the “self” paints about the
“other,” as it is a mixture of emotions, judgments, attitudes, and opinions in which
there is no heterogeneity. It may be filled with feelings of wickedness and
heterogeneity, and it may also be filled with feelings of approval and admiration. This
image calls for the availability of a clear cultural reference. It is an integrated system
of religious, cognitive and aesthetic values. The image of the other in its general
features does not depart from two aspects: ugly, detestable, alienating, ruled by an
apparent superiority. An acceptable appearance close to fairness is generally not
offensive, almost free from willful prejudice and intentional distortion.

Keywords: Travel literature, image, ego, other, cultural interaction
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