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Abstract

From the beginning of 2020, Covid-19 has caused the most disruption in the educational
system, including higher education. This disease forced universities and institutions of higher
education to improve their online learning/teaching, this has impacted EFL students because
they have faced difficulties adjusting to their new situation, in particular, acquiring English
vocabulary, hence, this current study aims to investigate "the effectiveness of blended
learning in enhancing students' vocabulary. Subsequently, this study submits the use of online
learning based on acquis as statistical data to describe our findings. Thereafter, the data
revealed that EFL students have a positive attitude toward the implantation of BL if the

university has met all requirements such as building an ICT infrastructure

Key Words: Blended learning BL. Third year students, Master year students, Covid-19,
vocabulary.
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General Introduction

In the year 2020, almost every country in the globe. has been afflicted with the deadly covid-
19 virus, resulting in a pandemic. The virus poses an unprecedented threat to all societies and
has affected everyone's life either by infecting people in the worst-case scenario or by
disrupting their lives through the heath regulations enforced by every government in the
world, such as wearing masks, avoiding social gatherings, and lockdowns. This has damaged
the work of numerous vital institutions. especially education. Evidently, during this pandemic,
the educational sector had to adjust to a situation in which a number of universities were
compelled to switch from the traditional method of teaching to a far more modern, flexible
method that conforms to the pandemic's health rules. In the past two years, this new trending
strategy that works both online and offline has had a significant impact on education. Few
studies have analyzed its weaknesses and strengths (Wang, 2010) in order to determine its
impact on the quality of learning.

Moreover, it is well-known that learning vocabulary is a conscious effort that
requires specific steps or strategies that fulfil students' understanding of the language, as well
as, its vocabulary, as Wilkins put it; with grammar very little can be conveyed, without
vocabulary nothing can be conveyed. Therefore, EFL students must create an enabling
environment for study. However, Blended learning (BL) in Algeria was implemented
without any research, as it was a sensible decision by the ministry of education considering
the situation.

Our research will focus on Ibn Khaldoun University in Tiaret, a Case study of the
Third year and Master's students. Where we will evaluate the efficacy of BL in enhancing
EFL students' vocabulary. Our topic was derived from a primary observation of students, and
teachers that seem to struggle and complain using this approach, Furthermore, we intend to
examine how the situation was before and after BL implementation, as well as, how teachers
facilitate EFL academic performance and the vocabulary learning process of their students
via this approach. Consequently, we decided to conduct a study to determine the impact BL
had on EFL learners vocabulary acquisition in order to answer this question we hypothsed
that BL can not enhace students vocabulary because of it's limited vocabulary cluster and

students’ have negative attitude towards this application.
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1. Statement of the Problem

In the EFl environment, vocabulary plays a crucia role; it is one of the most essential
stages in understanding the English language; therefore, learners must improve their
vocabulary utilizing a variety of strategies and techniques. In numerous institutions around
the globe, including IBN khaldoun university in Tiaret, the traditiona technique was the only
option. In the last two years, however, the emergence of Covid19 disrupted the educational
system and compelled a rapid changeover between the old technique and other methods;
therefore, blended learning was the only viable answer to this problem. Due to the fact that it
isanovel method of instruction and that EFL students previously studied and relied solely on
their teachers, it was seen that EFL students encountered a number of challenges and
obstacles in boosting their vocabulary. Importantly, the following research aims to investigate
the efficiency of Blended Learning in increasing students' vocabulary learning of the English
language.

2. Research Questions

To investigate this research study, the following research questions were formul ated:
% What is EFL learners’ attitude toward the use of BL a IBN khaldoun university in
improving their Vocabulary?
+ Doesthe blended |earning approach enhance EFL students' vocabulary?

s Doesthe use of bl present any challenges for Elf students?

3. TheObjective of the Study

research is to determine the effect of blended learning on the vocabulary of EFL
students. This research may be significant for students and the university system; it helps
students to determine whether this approach improves or diminishes their performance,
vocabulary, and motivation towards its implementation at Ibn Khaldun University. It also
investigates how EFL students and their teachers will react to the implementation of BL in

the learning/teaching process.
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4. The Research Hypotheses

Based on the previous questions we hypothesize;
® HypothesisO1:

» At IBN Khaldoun University, EFL students hold a negative attitude towardsthe
implementation of the blended |earning approach.

® Hypothesis02:

» BL method requires online sessions and it decreases vocabulary due to its limited
Vocabulary cluster, so it cannot effectively increase students vocabulary.

® Hypothesis03:

» EFL learners couldn't adapt to the BL approach because of its overwhelming serious of
challenges.

5. Research Structure

The following study consists of agenera Introduction and scope of study, followed by
three chapters. Thefirst and second chapters are devoted to the theoretical review of the
research study. And only practical Chapter.

Thefirst chapter, covers the history of blended learning and its various definitions, the
components of blended learning, the criteriafor implementing blended learning, as well as
Characteristics, advantages and disadvantages.

The second chapter, is devoted to the context of the study, which represents the
educational system in Algeriain the eraof covid-19. It also describes the status of Englishin
Algeria , in addition to the significance of vocabulary in language learning.

The third chapter isintended to discuss and analyze the collected data.

Finally, we will end this research paper with a general conclusion, limitations, and
suggestions for further research.
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Chapter One: Blended Learning BL

1.1. Introduction

Over the last century, the world has taken a big shift into fully integrating internet
communication technology in every aspect of human lives, where it is no surprise that certain
electronic devices such as computers, mobile, social media, and the internet, are somehow
normal, addictive, and nearly unattachable, since they brought many benefits that range from
providing tools that facilitate different daily tasks, to building social platform as aternatives
for real interactions, even providing mediated audio-video communication that allows for
working, studying, or attending meetings virtually via the internet. The world has never been
in desperate need of ICT, until it was hit by a mgjor catastrophic event that has put it at hold,
which is now known as the era of covid-19, the virus has affected many fields, but no doubt
the most venerable is the educational sector, it effected it by simply preventing socia
gatherings, hence, closing many scholarly institutions as a result, however, school is a vitd
part of everyone life, it is the very essence of development, because it helps in raising
scientists, teachers, doctors ...etc, luckily, some scholars before covid-19 have thought and
managed to establish methods that make education remote, that is to say, the 21st century has
rapidly changed the way schools work, especialy, with the use of ICT, in that, universities
and colleges of higher education have indeed explored methods for learning and teaching that
instigates ICT, and they first hand witnessed numerous benefits such as; the increase of
productivity and the solving of numerous teaching/learning problems. (Bouarab Dahman
& Rahi,2015,p607) . among those discovered methods, there is blended learning BL which is
the most used learning approach during this pandemic, chiefly, it has proven to be the best
aternative that works to both keep the value of traditional learning, and at the same time
protect students lives by managing social gatherings and increasing students autonomy in
learning. Henceforth, this chapter is set to give a very detailed review of the method of
blended learning BL, which is used by most school institutions in various parts of the world.
The chapter will consist of three sections. The first section will focus on defining and
providing the historical background of BL, as well as, its definition, components,
characteristics, and the criteria for its implementation. The second section will discuss the
advantages and disadvantages of BL in language learning environments, additionally, we will
mention its different modules of use, and the mechanisms on how to create a successful BL
course. The last section will discuss the role of ICT in building up blended learning courses

we will also mention afew factors of ICT on developing education in general.



Chapter One: Blended Learning BL

1.2. The Definition of BL

In general, the concept of blended learning BL or hybrid learning refers to the
integration, mixing, or combing of two types of teaching/learning methods which are online
learning (technology) and a traditional face-to-face F2F classroom. Additionally, BL covers
the entire process that mixes various teaching tools and methods, in order to, create a
balanced teaching experience as illustrated by Bersin (2004) who stated that BL is "the
combination of different training materials to create an optimal training program for a
particular subject” (p. 59).furthermore, Procter (2003) believes that BL serves the purpose of
solving learning/teaching difficulties by stating that“combined learning is an effective
combination of different delivery modes of teaching models and learning styles’.

Moreover, eventhough the definition of BL is somehow clear it does not explicitly
define what kinds of learning methods are used in it, in that, most teachers believe that BL is
dependent on computer-Assisted language learning (CALL) applications, andweb technology
is the artery vain to runs this approach, as emphasized by (Garrison and Kanuka 2004, &
Aguilar 2012)who describe BL as the integration of the traditional learning experiences with
online learning supported by ICT technologies. However, as we reckon before Issac came up
with this approach using a simple mailing process.

In short, BL is a unique approach that combines the advantages of traditional classroom
tools and ICT ones. Another important definition shows that BL is an innovative approach
that includes the benefits of both traditional classroom instruction and ICT-supported
learning, including offline learning. and online learning (Laima & Dangwal, 2017), In
addition, Thorne (2003) points out that BL is an opportunity to integrate technological
advances and innovative features into traditional learning environments. he also adds that
blended learning has been recognized as a tool that can help improve the learning experience
for students and teachers which is also a good solution for various challenges that may arise
in learning.

1.3. TheHistory of BL

Learning in 21 century has taken a big jump from merely being confined to four walls
and a whiteboard classroom to a rather unlimited open virtual space for everyone to learn.
That is to say, with The advent of web-based information technology humanity has found
many effective ways of doing things among them education since the internet has opened the
doors wide enough for educators and given them full access to various tools and resources

that they can exploit to enhance their teaching. Chiefly, via the internet teachers and students

v
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can now use different materials that can not be available when using the traditional way of
teaching such as core analysis and evaluation that can reveal learners strengths and
weaknesses in self-learning, and provide a free stress environment for learners al of which is
done in a rather independent way, in particular, using the internet creates autonomy for
learners unlike traditional teacher-based learning Moreover, “the increasingly sophisticated
web-based technology has made it possible to engage learners in a blended learning approach,
which is a combination of traditional classroom teaching and online learning” Djiwandono
(2013)

In a way, the blended learning approach was created to be an alternative to the
traditional classroom which can be more effective in distance learning or in situations that
prevent students or teachers from gathering around, which is the scenario that our world is
currently facing thanks to the ever-spreading deadly virus known as the corona. Nevertheless,
it iscrucial to know how BL came to existence and how it developed in the last decade or so.
Accordingly, the very first time blended learning course was done in 1840 by sir Isaac Pitman
(Guzer and Caner (2014)) which was in the form of short messages that contain assignments
and instructions mailed to learners who have to send back their answers for assessment.
Thereafter, the use of computers as we know them now within blended learning, it only
initiated around the year 1960, (Guzer and Caner. 2014), It is said that workers were the first
to be trained using a mainframe and minicomputer, and their training was conducted through
a computer program known as Plato system. According to the dictionary, “Plato system
combines automated testing with automated prescription and instruction -- both online and
off -- in aflexible, well-aligned system that allows teachers to make fine-grained decisions
about their learners’(source). the Plato system was built in 1963 by control data at the
University of Illinois, and it was popular for four decades and widely used in local schools,
prison inmates, and other universities, courses were taught in arange of subjects, in addition,
the system included some useful features for pedagogy, including text graphics, contextual
assessment of free-text answers, feedback and the system are still used till now.

Furthermore, between the 1970s and 1980s according to Bersin (2004), the next step in
the evolution of the blended method happened when firms began making video networks for
employee training, referred to as satellite-based live video. he suggests that students could sit
in the classroom to speak with their friends and watch the instructor on TV, aswell as ask the
instructor some questions. The experience became more dynamic and engaging as a result.
according to Maddy (2016), the CD-ROM era began in the 1980s and 1990s, when schools

and organizations began to use it to provide increasing amounts of information (graphics,

8
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sound, video, etc.). Moreover, Bersin (2004) argued that the learning experience at the time
was rich and thorough, but he acknowledges that people at the time had different learning
styles. The CD-ROMs era was a big breakthrough in the past two decades since it had alot of
benefits for both educators and learners, besides, Since 1998, several changes have occurred,
according to Bersin (2004), Web-based training has become ubiquitous, in other words,
computers have been built, and these new technol ogies have solved many of the concerns that
arose during the CD-ROM era. Graphics, audio, and videos grew more immersive, and
consumers could access the internet with little effort, while students could access classes and
assignments with a single mouse click. Bersin (2004) acknowledges that blended learning
appears and has been employed from the 2000s till today, but organizations and institutions
have begun to perceive its benefits. the merging of face-to-face F2F instruction and
technology-based learning, according to Maddy (2016), could enhance the educational
experience.

In brief, it is becoming easier now to extend learning outside the classroom by merging
it with online information technology forming the blended learning approach that helped in
overcoming various obstacles that hampered the effectiveness and efficiency of classroom

learning. all of which are accomplished in amore or less independent manner.

Figure 1.1: Blended Learning Concept
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1.4. TheComponents of BL

BL components where determined by a number of scholars and from various
perspectives of researchers such as Bersin and Graham, however, it is clear that blended
learning consists of two main components that are F2F learning and online learning can be
summarized as follows:
14.1. Faceto-Face F2F

It is a style of teaching that refers to the traditional way of teaching where the teacher
and students interact in a direct way without any mediation, hence, the face to face expression
came from, The traditional classroom is aso known as “brick and mortar”, which means that
the classroom has a physical aspect where teachers and students sociaize in the real space
classroom (SO and Brush, 2008). That is to say, the classroom is the one where the
learning/teaching process occurs in a synchronous environment, which means that learners
should be in the same context at the same time with their instructor for the sake of learning.
Besides, in the face to face learning, the interaction happens between learners and the
instructor and learners among themselves (Black G. 2002). In addition, Brindra (2018)
acknowledges that F2F has various advantages the most important is that learners could share
their opinions towards a subject directly with their teachers and peers, and could ask some
guestions and get answersimmediately.

1.4.2. OnlineLearning (E-learning)

learning has taken a virtual stand thanks to the developments of internet communication
technology ICT in that with ICT tools learners can now access online learning and teaching
resources and platforms with a click of a button (Arkofur & Abaidoo, 2014) Chiefly.
According to Both Christensson (2015) and The Commonwealth of Learning (2015), “e-
learning” in genera refers to the usage of electronic media or devices for teaching and
learning. that is to say, E-learning is a situation where learners can learn outside the
classroom anytime, anywhere, and can create a virtual classroom with their teachers and
classmates to get ideas, such situations can realize when learners are unable to attend school
so they have to study at home (Lalima 2017)... It aso refers to the process In which delivery
or access of content is done through ICT technologies. In other words, It requires students to
use electronic tools such as; computers, mobile phones and tablets, with online students from
different geographical locations and at any time able to join and study with their learning
facilities institutions with such technologies can be in the form of the system (LMS) that

enables students to be synchronous; Synchronized online learning is when students and their
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instructors are connected at the same time regardless of their place, in the form of a meeting-
based virtual classroom. video conferencing, Live Chat. Zoom, Skype...etc., Smith and
Brame (2014) assert that e-learning is one of the most useful technological means that
educational institutions are choosing.

1.5. Criteriafor Implementing BL

Implementing blended learning should follow certain key factors because it is more
than just a case of pick and mix, and it ought to be a suitable learning management system
that works to create, achieve, and establish the most suitable blends that insure a well define
course structures and clear learning objectives for any educationa institution. according to
Carman (2005:3-7), blended learning requires four important components that make it
successful. Those components are presented in the following table as deduced from Kéller,

Gagné, Bloom, Merrill, Clark and Gery (as cited in Carman, ibid)

B-learning encourages autonomy among learners that is
Self-Pased learning to say it is designed to allow the learners to be self-
independent and complete their tasks at their own pace.

Brown (1998 as cited in Carman, op. cit) states that
Collaboration human beings are social beings, and as such, they require
the opportunity to collaborate with others to develop new
knowledge and understandings.

Bl plans for synchronous events with no regrades to
Events distance but it requires the possession of ICT tools that
provide access for bl courses.

Bl can provide immediate feedback and assessment in
Assessment that both formative and summative assessments are used
to evaluate the students' knowledge and skills.

Table 1.1: Criteriafor Implementing BL

Furthermore, Juwah (2002) emphasized the importance of being careful when
designing online learning environments to ensure that students are motivated and their needs

are fulfilled. Subsequently, the following table will showcase a set of core elements to
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consider when building a BL course as proposed by Epic Performance Improvement Ltd
(2010)

Elements to consider Reasons
® Does the approach serves learning | @ To test whether the blending approach
outcomes? is successful or not in terms of

students” learning outcomes by
observing knowledge grasping.

® |s the blend appropriate for my | e To check if the students have all the
audience? necessary items to study in blended
learning.

® Does the blend fit into the culture of | @ The blending tools should be
my organization? compatible with the students’ culture.

® Do we have the resources to cope? e Resources such us technological tools
and internet should always be available
in order to successfully study in a
blended learning environment.

e Departments and educational system

® Can our infrastructure support online should Is the blend scalable? It should
components? be exposed to any change at any
moment.

e Blended learning must be maintained
® s the blend sustainable? at a certain rate or level.

Table 1.2. Epic Performance Improvement Ltd. (2010) Change management and e-learning: a

practical guide

1.6. Characteristics of BL

Blended learning works to combine the best features for both the traditional face to
face learning and online learning settings. even though with the inclusion of e-learning
people's miss-concept that BL is not direct and thus lacks the interaction part, thisis not true
due to the future of synchronous coordination which is aided by face-to-face contact

mediated by a computer or smart device. this according to (Hall & Villareal, 2015) allows for
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immediate feedback, which benefits the teaching-learning process and saves time. as well as,
the use of face cals via apps like “Zoom, Skype, and other platforms’ has indeed encouraged
creativity and innovation among learners and teachers alike when in fact they are more
socialy engaged (Green, 2015). Moreover, BL side alows for time and geographical
flexibility that is not available in a classroom setting.
1.7.  Advantage and Disadvantages of BL

As we reckon above Blended learning is an educational approach that integrates two
different forms of learning it has evolved rapidly over the last few decades, and it is now
more needed than ever, especialy in the era of covid-19. B learning takes the best out of the
two learning settings, in that, it provides several advantages for students, instructors, and
educational institutions (Brown 2003). Consequently, blended learning has various strengths
and weaknesses. we will discuss their advantage and disadvantage in the following:
1.7.1. Advantagesof BL

A study of blended learning in the Department of Education and Early Childhood
Development (2012) conducted by the Ultranet and Digital Learning Branch recognizes some
of the benefits of this approach as follow:
1.7.1.1. Time Managementt

Through b-learning Students and teachers can choose the most convenient time for
them to hold a meeting online. A time that is more flexible compared to F2F classrooms
meetings, in addition, students can control their time online and learn at their own pace by
simply adding asynchronous learning. Chiefly, the more time they manage their time the
better the learning experience since students and teachers have more time in the classroom for
creativity and cooperative activities.
1.7.1.2. Immediate Feedback
Thanks to the technological advancement that are currently used in BL and the various
mixed nature BL has to allow it to provide both manual and computer-generated responses
(feedback). looking at the fact that BL is interactive and social feedback can hold quality
feedback and direct response unlike e-learning. Besides, technical features such as computer
software/devices and web resources, allow providing additional types of responses that may

not be also available in traditional F2F learning, i.e. machine-driven responses generating

capacity.

13



Chapter One: Blended Learning BL

1.7.1.3. M eta-cognition

Hudson (cited in Stacey and Gerbic in 2002, 2009: 147) emphasizes that b learning
approach flexibility alows for the best convention between teachers and students when
designing a bl course supportive taking in mind the context and the content that best builds
the most supportive environment for a higher level of education the kind of education that
encourages aspect of critical thinking and self-dependent when it comes to learning. he
emphasis the idea by saying "the foundation of thought is rooted in dialogue, giving meaning
to thought based on the context of social construction."This can also develop severa qualities
such as self-motivation, self-responsibility, and discipline among learners.
1.7.1.4. Materials

E-learning as a part of bl has the ability to use online resources that can facilitate the
learning process. Subsequently, There are many Information websites that someone can learn
from the likes of encyclopedia, wiki-how eve social platforms like Facebook,Y ouTube,
Twitter...,In addition, anyone has access to information by simply using a search engine such
as google scholar, research gate or academia has more not to forget that with bl materials a
person can study in the type of text, audio and video format,
1.7.1.5. Flexibility

The"Anytime, Anywhere" and "Anytime, Anywhere" functionality of networked
technology expands learning flexibility this can come in very handy when in fact some
students are simply not able to attend face-to-face classrooms for whatever reason such they
are ableto organize abl course in there at the most convenient time this flexibility can make
the learning environment more dynamic and interactive that can result in building a higher
level of engagement.
1.8. Disadvantages of BL

One of the biggest drawbacks of using BL is the fact that it requires certain key
factors to be successful, exactly as we discussed earlier. In other words, the lack of ICT
infrastructure, staff,and materials can limit the use of BL as illustrated by (Tshabalala,
NdeyaNdereya, and Merwe (2014) as cited in Namyssova, Tussupbekova, Helmer, Malone,
Afzal, & Jonbekova, 2019,) Challenges and benefits of blended learning in higher education,
compiled a list of problems that can limit its adoption such as the “lack of policy, lack of
faculty support, lack of technology and computer skills, big class sizes, and insufficient
technology resources’ (p. 108) as an example many will face difficulties in obtaining online
course materialsif they don’t have a proper internet connection, according to Movchan (2018)

conducting BL courses can be at a big expense in terms of maintenance cost. as well as
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integrating advanced technologies into BL projects. Moreover, according to Zhan Z and Li
Xiaohua (2009) even though teachers create and implement BL courses, most of the time
teachers are not satisfied with the program's performance and do not want to continue since it
can be overwhelming stating that;

Blended learning requires teachers to devote 27 27
significant times to become familiar with the design process
and methods of blended learning, the operation of a variety
of delivery methods, and the characteristics and use of
media in order to design a variety of teaching and learning
strategies that are based on curriculum objectives. Make
every effort to acquire, organize, and create learning
resour ces
Similarly, Caner (2012) considers the workload faced by teachers in the preparation
process as an annoying factor. Because designing and developing online courses and
planning F2F components for blended learning is time-consuming for teachers. Therefore,
building a blended learning environment requires teachers who are enthusiastic, interested in
computer skills, and familiar with the challenges that BL can pose. Furthermore. According
to Edger (1946), it is rather hard to have unified performance assessments in blended learning
since it is too diverse and changes from one environment to another and students
performance can also be affected by the facilitated technology that they become more
dependent on aresult it will be difficult to deduct things like plagiarism.
1.9. Models of BL
The Insight Institute reviewed the report "Classification of K12 BL" authored by
Research Senior Heather Clayton Staker and Education of Insight Institute Co-Founder and
CEO Michael B. Horn, in which they define BL aswell as 13 divided it into three models and
they classified it into four models as follows. ( rotation, flex, self-blending and virtual

enrichment models. (see diagram in the figure below)
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model model model Virtual
model

— Station-Rotation model

— Lab-Rotation model

— Flipped-Classroom model

— Individual-Rotation model

© Innosight Institute, Inc.

Figure 1.2: Blended Learning Models

1.9.1. Rotation Mod€

Like other models of blended learning, the rotation model makes use
of in-person teaching, often delivered in lecture theaters or classrooms,
as well as online learning. What makes the rotation model distinct
from other forms of blended learning is that it has a scheduled
timetable fixed for each of the two education delivery methods

The Rotation Model of Blended Learning Explained - ViewSonic Library (n,d. para: 03)

In other words, this model is designed to create an ideal schedule that manages students time

in BL online classes and F2F ones. However, involving rotation between learning
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modes,students rotate at least of whichare online and classroom learning as groups, whole
classinstruction, group projects and individual training.
1.9.2. Flex Modél

The flex model is a technique of teaching for college students who're non-
conventional learners, for instance, in a classroom where most or even all students have a
computer. In this class, most of the students' assignments are done independently on these
computers. Also, students work at their own pace through a predefined set of materias. In
addition, students can take as much or as little time as they need, they have options for more
hands-on exploration of certain topics apart from the computer, furthermore, teachers
supervise everything and provide one-on-one or small group instruction when needed.
Consequently, students must take that course on their campus and receive support from their
teachers.
1.9.3. Sedf-Association Model

TheSelf-Associationblended learning model is a convenient way to provide
education to students where this is not possible. However, since virtually all education is
provided without a teacher in this model, it can lead to ssimple misunderstandings that
teachers would resolve if teachers were present to support learning.
1.9.4. Rich Virtual Model

This model represents the fourth blended learning model. It was originated from
online schools looking to enhance their online courses with mandatory face-to-face
interactions (Horn & Staker, 2015). unlike the previous flex model, rich mode provide
physical spaces for learning where students can come together. Moreover, using this model a
full school experience can occur, in the sense that students can divide their time between
attending school and learning online, in other words, the experience begins with in-person
learning (at school) and then concludes the lesson on working online to enrich the virtual

experience.
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1.10. Blended Learning Course Design Mechanisms
When it comes to Designing blended courses when should consider the way to
leverage in-class and out-of-class activities that promotes learning, as well as the use of time
effectively in both settings. Special blended courses manage to eliminate time directly from
the total spent in participating classroom activities and use it for online time since BL
Learning and assessment activities can take place online and in person. Moreover, we must
look at the fact according to Graham and Stein (2020) who stated that “there is no single best
model for courses combined, some variables specific to advanced technology instruction will
influence the design decisions of the courses.” (p.28). that is to say, there is no definite
science that dictates the way to design a BL course, however, several common strategies and
steps have been established by different scholars and researchers in how to build an effective
BL course design. According to Hurix Digital (2020) in a blog post, seven steps should be
taken in mind, they are asfollow;
1.10.1. Identifying Cour se Outcomes
This process usually describes the learning that will place across the curriculum
through making brief statements, stating specific and measurable terms, about what the
student will know and/or be able to do after completing the program, and it is often the first
step,into building a course, that includes making crucia decisions such as; which learning
strategy is most suitable, and what are the goals and objectives that teachers should strive to
achieve, and it requires both teachers and students working together to achieve the idedl
results.
1.10.2. Prior Knowledge of Other BL Course Plans
Having insight into other previous BL plan courses will benefit both learners and
teachers. In that, they will have a clear idea of how to conduct different lessons and manages
time between online and face to face meetings having a plan can help learners keep track of
their teachers, as well as, the teachers as course creators can use it to know and ensure that
the BL course is progressing at an optimal pace. The plan usually consists of an outline, in
the outline content, teachers should define the course objectives, assignments, assignments,
and tests related to each lesson that learners must do, and deadlines that learners must meet.
In addition, teachers should clarify their expectations regarding student participation and
participation. Additionally, teachers must decide which teaching tools, materias, and
resources to use to deliver the desired content.
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1.10.3. Setting Different Levelsof Interaction
There are severa interaction types that BL course designers should take in mind when

developing courses, for instance, learner-interface interactions;learner-instructor
interactions; learner-learner interactions; learner-other human interactions; |earner-content
interactions;|earner-tool interactions; learner-environment interactions.(Karen Rasmussen,
2017), hence, an important benefit of blended learning is increasing learner initiative and
socia interaction despite the distances. The teacher/course creator must determine how
interactive the course is by balancing the two components of blended learning (F2F and
online learning). Here, the teacher may have several questions that need to be answered in
order to achieve interactions; How much direct learning will be transferred? And how long
will it take ?, To what extent will this be self-directed learning through interactive activities?.
1.10.4. Incorporating Collaborative Work

In group learning, learners create with their peers an environment of communication
and discussion in which they share knowledge and benefit mutually. Teachers can facilitate
group activity using various online sources and apps, for example, target group connects to
chat room to discuss and exchange specific issues, they can also use social media platformsto
voice their opinion and share it with others. Before creating a successful blended course,
teachers should design an effective socia learning strategy to take learning beyond the
classroom and open discussions and debates to a wider audience. Interactions between
members of the group can aso help learners with problem-solving, analysis, and rational
thinking.
1.10.5. Easing Communication

In this step, teachers must make sure that learners understand how to communicate
with each other online. For example, when learners have a question and they email it to their
teacher, learners can expect an email response from the teacher within 24 to 48 hours. In
addition, teachers do not need to be present in the virtual classroom hours a day and learners
are aware that they have a strong support system in place. Finally, teachers should consider
ways to gather learner feedback through periodic live chats or a survey at the end of each
combined course. It is very important for teachers to send their feedback to learners to make

sure that the course ison track and it is at the right pace.
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1.10.6. Identifying The Resour ces

When creating a course, teachers must choose from awide variety of resources to show
learners the authenticity of the reviews they use in their teaching content. Providing learners
with resources will help them access the information to validate and also for better
understanding of the lesson teachers present and to expand their perspectives towards the
subjects they trying to learn.
1.10.7. Assessment Plan

Assessment is an important step in creating an integrated course because; it helps
teachers to check learners progress, effectiveness and development of the target course, it
allows learners to recognize their weaknesses for improvement. The assessment plan may
include a test at the end of each module, in addition, the teacher may ask learners to
summarize the results of a self-study activity for assessment at a time. study and the course
itself. Another strategy for assessing learners is to invite them to participate in group
discussions on discussion forums. For example, a teacher creating a chat room (online) and
adding their students, then asking them can be a direct question that teachers get feedback
and assessment easily.
1.11. ICT Rolein Education

The term ICT stands for Information and communication technology. ICT refers to
technologies that provide access to information through telecommunications. It is similar to
information technology (IT) but mainly focuses on communication technology. This includes
the Internet, wireless networks, cell phones and other means of communication. (TechTerms,
2022). According to Don Knrzek (date), education without technology is like a doctor
operating without his medical utensils. Subsequently, many aspects of learning and teaching
had indeed changed by ICT, as it is considered to be a powerful tool that creates several
educational opportunities and resources for learning. And according to the renowned Bill
Gates, ICT is like a speeding highway that raised educational standards and gave educators
and learners a wider field of choice when it comes to teaching/learning methods. ( Bill
Gates,1990s). Moreover, In recent decades, information and communication technologies
have provided society with many new possibilities for communication. For example, people
now can communicate in real-time with others in different countries using technologies such
as instant messaging, voice over IP (VolP), and video conferencing. Social networking sites
like Facebook allow users around the world to stay in touch and communicate regularly. Thus,
ICT literally made the earth a "global village", in which people can communicate with other

people in the world as if they were living nearby. For this reason, ICT is handy to education
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since it simply facilitates the transformation of education from teacher centre-based to
students with reliable content, consequently, it supports students' studies and encourages
them to be self-dependent in their learning. In addition, ICTs can enhance the quality of
education through their flexibility, autonomy, and availability in terms of place/time, their
benefit can be shown in their ability to offer different learning contexts, presenting several
types of interaction, allowing students to control their own learning process and of equal
importance promotes collaborative work. Furthermore, ICT opens doors for learners from
various backgrounds (cultures and countries) to exchange thoughts, studies, opinions,
conduct research, and also plan lessons. Furthermore, The most common role of ICT is
manifested in three sets of characteristics that helped to facilitate the process of education;
1.11.1. Digital AgeLiteracy

According to NCTE (2019), Literacy has always been a set of communicative and
socio-cultural practices shared among communities. As society and technology change, so
does literacy. The world demands that aliterate person acquire and consciously apply a wide
variety of skills, abilities, and inclinations. That is to say, ICT has given people the ability to
use information, engage their language, and express their ideas. For instance, a person is
considered literate if he/she can simply use a digital mobile phone as emphasised by Tutaleni
I. Asino (2020) who stated that; digital literacy can be explained as the ability to identify,
understand, create and communicate with the features of mobile phones. There is an
interaction between mobile devices & traditiona understanding of literacy. traditiona
literacy is concerned with reading and writing, subsequently, the usage of smart mobile
devices needs some form of literacy.
1.11.2. Higher Order Thinking

Higher-order thinking (HOTYS), is an educationa reform concept based on learning
taxonomies (such as Bloom's taxonomy). Theideais that some types of |earning require more
cognitive processing than others, but also have more generalized benefits. For example, in
Bloom's taxonomy, skills related to analysis, evaluation, and synthesis (creation of new
knowledge) are considered to be higher than learning, in other words, some facts and
concepts require different methods of analysis and teaching. Subsequently, ICT by pushing
students to autonomy and providing an unlimited amount of resources with just a click of a
button, students can obtain a Higher degree of thinking when they involve themselves in self-
learning complex critical skills such as critical thinking and problem-solving. Besides,
higher-order thinking is more difficult to learn or teach, but also more valuable because these

skills are more likely to be used in new surprising situations that need creative quick thinking.
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1.11.3. Inventive Thinking

ICT stimulates students to create new things and take risks by managing a complex
world to discover more information. For instance, ICT creates a working environment for
students that allows them to invent solutions for particular problems on the spot, through ICT
information access, quick feedback, computer graphics, calculative programs...etc students
after drawing on their prior knowledge, skills, and experience, are more than able to identify
new effective ways for solving problems, and with the use of ICT, the skill of inventive
thinking can be analyzed, synthesized and evaluated for better use. Besides, through critical
and creative thinking and problem-solving, ideas become reality.

1.11.4. Effective Communication

ICT gives students the ability to work and interact easily with other students in the
form of teamwork. In addition, Effective communication is not limited to the exchange of
information. It's about understanding the emotions and intentions behind the information,
such as the ability to convey messages clearly. ICT has different features that allow students
to avoid misunderstandings, frustration, and conflicts that may ensue in traditional face to
face conservation. For example, using smartphones you can send many forms of
communication text, video, cals...etc. Likewise, ICT supports communication from
anywhere and at any time.

In brief, several findings indicate that ICT isimportant not only for learners but also for
teachers because it provides them with new teaching programs and information, consequently,
it works at developing their skills by being extrovert to all methods used in teaching across
the world, for instance, ICT allows teachers "to experience online learning as part of their
ongoing professional development” ( white,2003,p.5).I1n addition, nowadays ICT plays a big
role in enhancing teachers’' repertoire, also, it gives teachers the ability to use and manipulate
their information. Moreover, ICT is marked by a significant shift in teaching and learning
programs, especialy with the technological revolution, therefore, developing countries
consider ICT as a successful key to merging into global education where it can bring various
benefits to developing higher educationa systems.
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1.12. Conclusion

In conclusion, this chapter was indeed divided into three sections, where we mentioned
the fundamentals of Blended Learning including its historical background, various definitions,
components, and criteria, in addition, we briefly discussed BL models and their importance,
also, the knowledge about designing a BL course, where the teacher thrive to achieve an
effective learning environment. besides, we listed BLS pros and cons. Lastly, we clarified the

importance and significance of ICT to education in general, and BL in specific
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2.1. Introduction

Language is so astonishing in its nature, because till now it still confuses many
linguists and scientists alike, who attempt to understand its mechanism due to the fact it is so
vivid but abstract at the same time. Language is a complex system with numerous rules and
structures, what is amazing about language is how human beings, acquire it. However, the
way we acquire language is different in our 21centery, especialy with The emergence of
learning techniques that take advantages of both the traditional and online learning, this has
truly piqued the curiosity of language teachers all around the world. one of these techniques
as we reckon above in chapter one is Blended learning which is now being used by many
higher education institutions as a way enhance students vocabulary acquisition, and their
vocabulary development, and most importantly to adopt to covidl19 in-forced regulations . As
such, this chapter is set to discuss the context of our study. How BL is employed within our
environment andits effect on EFL vocabulary. Subsequently, this chapter will be divided into
three sections.The first section is about the growth of BL approach in the era of Covid-19,
also, providing a general idea about English influence in the world and Algeria. The second
section, we will point out the effect of BL on students' vocabularyacquisition. Lastly, a brief
insight on EFL teaching/learning in Algeria and its benefits.

2.2. The Growth of BL in The Era of PandemicCovid-19

On December 31, 2019, the Wuhan Municipal Health Commission in Hubei Province,
China, reported the first COVID-19 case (WHO, 2022b). .The virus displays cold-like
symptoms but has a considerably more lethal effect, and what makes it even more hazardous
is how quickly it spreads. invisible to the human eyes coronavirus has travelled across the
world creating a state of fear and panic because the number of positive infected and fatalities
began to rise alarmingly, the virus hasaffectedmore then 213 territories and countries. Until
May 2022, the globe had registered 529,174,295 total cases with 6,304,150 total fatalities
(Worldometer, 2022). this has forced the World Health Organization to declare the pandemic
and provide general instructions as enclosure of different flight, borders and lockdown upon
noticing certain symptoms as in the loss of the smelling sense, or dry coughing among many
which remain unexplained till now. but of equal importance, the world heath centre has
commanded that each independent country must decide on its own measures to save its
population from this disaster, and one of those countries is Algeria, which has been badly
affected by Covid-19. The pandemic was first reported in Algeria on February 25th, 2020,
within the state of Blida and day after day the crisis spread throughout the country starting

25



Chapter Two: The Context of The Study

from the north to the deepest part of the desert in total the pandemic wreaked havoc on
Algeria. To avoid being contaminated and to reduce the spread of this contagious disease the
government has been forced to shut down everything except the necessities for periods of
months, in addition, the Algerian government implemented a social distancing regulation that
limited peopl€e's contact in public spaces. such as schools, restaurants and also dictating
certain measurements like putting on a mask this has resulted in changing the typical lives of
al citizens tremendously. More specificaly, the coronavirus has negatively changed the
education sector asit is the most vital one for the development of any country, that, without
any careful thinking by order of the Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific Research of
Algeria, blended learning was to them the most ideal solution to encourage students in their
learning process. but so far no one exactly no what effect it will have on students
performance and most of al on the language learning criteria, similarly, Di Pietro et al(2020)
stated that in underdeveloped countries, not all students have equitable access to digital
technology and educational materials nor the Algerian schools have ICT digital infrastructure

considering it as astill world third country.

Image2.1: Depicting the corona pandemic effect on schools and students

2.3.English asaGlobal Language

English is one of the most widely spoken languages in the world, with positive effects
in amost every sector whether it was economy, culture, education...etc, The status of English
as a global language reflects its position as a first and second language of abended countries
across the globe. as emphasized by Lingoda, (2022) English is an official language in 67
countries and 27 non-governmental organizations. It is also a widely used commercia
language and the official language of many important international organizations, such as the

United Nations, NATO, and the European Union.
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The prominence of English in abundant fields demands a basic understanding of the
language because numerous institutions incorporate English as a model or meditative
language in learning other subjects, whether voluntarily or not. for instance; "Doctors require
English in order to communicate with overseas patients and to read international medical
journas.” (Matthew Perry, 2018)

Moreover, as a result of globalization, English now complements many aspects of our
everyday lives, such as web browsing, reading IT instructions, communication, and so on
despite a significant number of favourable arguments that support the use of native languages.
in addition, English aids in the expression of a variety of meanings. It has a large number of
words with various meanings and syntaxes that assist the speaker in expressing themselves
accurately. as evidenced by the fact that English is widely used in film and music, and artists
and singers choose to sing or act in English for higher sales, commercia success, and the
possibility of being recognized around the world.Furthermore, English can be used for
business purposes.Forexample, the oil industry in the world is largely controlled by western
companies. Thus, countries like Algeria which are still underdeveloped require their
employersto learn English in order to conduct business.

In conclusion, according to (The history of English, 2011). Education, economics,
science, politics, and trade are just afew of the fields where English is frequently used. Also,
"It can thus be shown that the role of English in everyday life is determined by a variety of
geographical, historical, cultural, and political elements, not al of which are unchangeable.”
(English as aforeign language, n.d.p.2.7)

2.4. Statusof English in Algeria

In recent years, the English language has become increasingly prominent in Algeria,
with many Algerians learning English. Algerians were previously unable to speak or teach
English because the government requires them to study colonial French. But English is a
global language, Algerians are more than ever keen to learn it even though its state in the
country remains the third foreign language because they see the potential it offers ranging
from better jobs, providing scholarships, as well as being the world lingua franca which is
quite a handful in travelling.

English's first contact with Algerians was around 1980, from then its popularity has
kept growing in subsequent years, particularly among young people. the Algerian educationa
system placed English starting from middle school unlike french which has many privileges
starting from primary school. According to Souad Sahraoui (2020), if English has taken so

long to establish a place in Algerias linguistic profile, it is because of French speakers, in an
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effort to preserve supremacy.However, English is taught in secondary schools, high schools,
and higher education. according to Benrabah (2007). the comfort of studying the English
language and the option of learning grades are the key reasons why English has grown so
much faster than French in the post-colonial world. Intellectuas, on the other hand, believe
that English will not pose a significant threat to along-established language.

Moreover, fortunately, due to the effects of globalization, French dominance in
Algeria has begun to fade, as the latter has brought many factors that strengthen the English
position in the country, that is to say, English today represents, in some ways, access to
modernity, which can change a country by strengthening its economy and paving an entry
into the contemporary world. Algeria, for example, is an oil and gas-rich country, according
to (Benrabah b, 2009), with the world's tenth-largest oil resource and seventeenth largest gas
reserve. As aresult, multinationa firmsin thisindustry are anxious for local employees who
can also communicate in English. Furthermore, other scholars asserted that it is the language
to learn if you want to be open to the world and keep up with current events, citing the fact
that various social media networks, such as Twitter and Facebook, primarily use English as
the medium language, which has aided in the significant growth of interest in this language.
(2009, Benrabah b) In 2009, 13.5 per cent of Algerians (47,0000 people) used the Internet,
and the number is growing (Cordel, 2014).

Furthermore, Algerians are fully aware of the value of this language in gaining access
to modernity, (Benrabah b, 2009). Perhaps the rise of English in recent years has provided a
breath of fresh air and a way to reconcile with the country’'s linguistic status. He also stated
that young people are interested in learning the language since it is not pushed on them, is not
viewed as horrible or excellent, or as a betrayal of any portion of the country.

In short. it is now critical for Algerians to master the English language and provide it
with a position in our educationa system, business, and communication. «Learning a
language as a topic in school will not get you far unless you put it to use.» (From Salem
Zemali)
25.EFL Learningin Algeriaasan SLA rather Than FLA

Some scholars prefer to associate SLA with learning. English language in Algeria
developed in the late period. Therefore, Algeria has adopted a New educational system to
develop education focusing on foreign language teaching to increase the planning of
languages in Algeria and modernize it ,and give more importance to the global and powerful
language in the World which is English and give thé opportunity to the EFL students by
providing capabilities and make for them the easy way to adopt this |language.
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We al know that a second language acquisition is not easy and not more
difficult .specially for the EFL students in Algeria students rather than adult people English
language is not easy for them to acquire and thisis followed by many reasons First Algerians
are Arab and Muslims people in which we can not force them to acquire or learn a foreign
language easily. Since they have been colonized by French population and the colonia force
them to speak and write French Language. In addition to this, the government was against
and do not give the importance to English. Also we can mention that English was not an
important language in that Time. Since the Algerian linguistics background is very rich.

This language is becoming a design of teaching in schools and universities which
create big number of students who wants to learn this language and respect the EFL students.
EFL students. Now they take a huge part in the society because there are many of our adults
or teenagers want to practice this language as we know in learning any language we pass
through a set of difficulties and obstacles .since it’s a foreign language and we do not have a
linguistics background to talk with fluency and it is not approved in the administrations and
socia department. This study aims to answer questions that comes into a researcher or a
students of the English language to know more about: What are the difficulties that the
Algerian EFL students face ? What are the advantages that an EFL students get in learning
this language?

In Algeria, English is not used as daily communication and it is very limited
interaction ,and this is one of the most reason that a student face in learning this language.
Besides, the French environment of our parents who can interact in Arabic or in French. Also
the lack of encouragement. In addition to this WE also meet problems of mastering the
language ,so we face difficulties in spelling ,pronunciation, vocabulary, word formation and
so on. More than that we found another situational problem which is social and Academic
language acquisition : This one focus on thé learning capacities as the example of English
that it needsto be learned in a socia situation known as «Basic interpersonal language skills”.
Which can take two years to acquire ,and for the classroom «cognitive Academic language
Proficiency »(CALP),refer to the Academic learning abilities, which can take seven years to
master it. Now that we know the difficulties and the challenges of learning English as a
foreign language or a second one, we may wonder or ask about the advantages that we take

from and the benefits that can be assumed behind learning this language as stated under;
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2.5.1. Accessto Higher Education

Many institutions of higher education nowadays use English as the language of
interaction even if they are not based in English speaking countries. and by learning this
language we can have access to these programs.

2.5.2. Better Job Propositions

English is the most widely spoken language across the globe, this language will give
you access to many opportunities. Social and cultural benefits: learning English as a foreign
language or as a second can have many social and cultural benefits. since we Can be able to
actively engage and communicate with others, and reach out to share our common language.
2.6. Vocabulary Definition

Vocabulary can be defined in several ways, however, In applied linguistics, vocabulary
is considered as any central component of Linguistics competence, that must be mastered
before mastering any given language skills. Also, vocabulary is defined by online Oxford
Learner's Dictionary as.

®All the words that a person knows or uses.

®All the wordsin a particular language.

® The words that people use when they are talking about a particular subject.

®A list of words with their meaning, especialy in abook for learning aforeign

language.

Furthermore, vocabulary learning has attracted the attention of many experts the likes
of Richard and Shimtt (1997:241) who stated that knowing a word means knowing how often
it occurs, the company it keeps, its appropriateness in different situations, its syntactic
behaviour, its underlying form and derivations, it's word associations and its semantic
features. Similarly, Hubbard(1983, P.67) said that vocabulary can be defined as a means for
creating meaning.

2.7. Thelimportance of Vvocabulary for EFl Students

Any language's vocabulary is its foundation. Even those who have mastery of grammar
may struggle to communicate if they lack vocabulary. Many foreign language students have
experienced the frustration of not being able to recall the correct term in a discussion due to a
limited vocabulary. This sense of inadequacy frequently obstructs the language's further
growth. Vocabulary, on the other hand, aids language learners in forming sentences and
expressing themselves in meaningful ways. Many studies have shown that it is strongly
linked to the acquisition of L2. Chiefly, there is no doubt that vocabulary plays avita role in

acquiring and learning a foreign language, and if an EFL student wants to speak clearly and
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communicate effectively in English hisfirst step is to learn as much vocabulary as he can as
illustrated by Tozcu and Coast(2004:473) who point out that learning vocabulary is an
important aspect of language as well as for academic achievement Similarly, Wilkins(1972)
emphasises that: there is not much value in being able to produce grammatical sentences if
one has not got the vocabulary that is needed to convey what one wishes to say ... "
(pp.11_112). It means grammar in front lack of vocabulary is useless other as Smitch (2000)
state that "lexical knowledge is central to communicative competence and the acquisition of
the second language (p.55) . Moreover, Using web-based applications to learn vocabulary
isn't exactly a new trend. According to Marsh (2012), we have aways used a "blend" of
teaching methodologies to give our students with as rich a learning environment as feasible.
What's new is our students "expectations' that they will use technology in and out of the
classroom as part of their learning. In terms of individual learner differences and classroom
instruction, Lightbown and Spada (2013) feel that teachers can assist students in expanding
their repertoire of learning strategies and therefore developing greater flexibility in their
language learning approaches. As aresult, a variety of educational materials, such as videos,
blogs, online forums, and other digital tools, allow students to practice their language outside
of class. there are not enough studies on the effect that Bl has on vocabulary this is one of the
strongest reasons that aid our choice of this topic.
2.8. Conclusion

This chapter has attempted to present the main context of our study, which is a
combination of situational explanation of how bl was more needed than ever in this time of
the pandemic, as well as the value of learning English and why it is getting popular in Algeria
and it relation to BL. Besides, we determined the value of vocabulary to language learning as
emphasised by Smitch (2000) "lexical knowledge is central to communicative competence
and the acquisition of the second language “(p.55) That is to say, a limited vocabulary
impedes a successful communication. Similarly, according to Nation (2001) language use and
vocabulary knowledge complete each other: language use leads to an increase in vocabulary
knowledge
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3.1. Introduction

This chapter illustrates the various data acquired from the viewpoints of our
participants. The data are provided in the form of graphs, charts, and numerical statistics. In
order to shed light on the influence of BL on Vocabulary Acquisition and the attitudes
regarding the usage of BL during the Pandemic at the University of Ibn Khaldoun Tiaret, as
such multiple interpretations are permitted. In addition, the objective of this chapter is to
provide adequate answers to the research questions and validate our hypothesis. This chapter
will henceforth be divided into three sections. The first section introduces the data and
methodology in which a description is given of the participants and the questionnaire. In the
second section, the data obtained will be discussed, and finally, we will conclude the chapter
provided with a brief insight into the main points we discussed.

3.2. Research M ethodology

As largely exploratory research, we employed both qualitative and quantitative
investigation, thus, the current study is based on a mixed methodology. Moreover, Students
a the University of Ibn Khaldoun of Tiaret have participated in a semis structured
guestionnaire in order to determine several things, such as whether the use of BL affects their
acquisition of vocabulary. Furthermore, the acquired data were analyzed using the
Quantitative technique. This Questionnaire was issued on May 10, 2022,/ 2023 via Google
form to the English language department group at IBN khaldoun University for a duration of
one month, until April 16, 2022.

3.3. Population and Sampling

Our study participants consisted of two convenient samples and an extra random sample with
atotal number of 96. The first is formed by master's students, the second is formed by third-
year students, and the third is a random six participants. The two first samples were Chosen
diligently for the reason that both of them underwent the BL approach in different situations,
where the first have studied using the traditional method, then, the BL method, while the
second was forced to study solely through the bL method. Others were used to verify our

results.
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3.4. Instrument of Data Collecting (Questionnaire Design & Settings)

The questionnaire consists of 22 diverse gquestions organized into three sections. The
first twenty questions are closed-ended as they cover a set of alternatives in order to get
guantitative findings, however, the last two questions are open-ended and allow students to

offer their unique views and opinions.

The first section is titled "Background information” and consists of three gquestions
(Q1-Q6) designed to collect information from pupils. (Q1) and (Q2) are designed to assess
students' technology/Internet skills, question (Q3) is designed to assess students English

proficiency.

The second section consisted of eleven questions starting from (Q4-Q14) on which
they are designed to analyze the usage of BL and the students' attitudes toward this method.
chiefly, (Q4) and (Q12) is aninquiry about students preferred and most convenient
approach. (Q8 Q9) and (Q11) ask about their opinions toward BL at IBN khaldoun
University during pandemic covid 19, whereas (Q13) seeks to determine in which area BL is
most advantageous for them. In this part of the BL technique, students are questioned about
obstacles they have faced (Q12).

The third component is consists of six questions and is titled "The Relation between
BL and Second Language Acquisition and Vocabulary." Questions from (Q18) seeks to
determine whether or not BL can improve students vocabulary .
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l. ionOne: P nal Information

* Q1: Doyou accessthe Internet?

Table01 ; Students access Internet

Students’ Response Number of participants Percentage
Yes 81 84,4 %
No 15 15,6 %
Tota 9% 100 %

STUDENTS’ ACCESS INTERNET

Chart 3.4: Students access I nter net

As it is mentioned in the table and the graph, the maority of respondents 84,4% (num=
81) say yes, they have available access Internet. However, 15,6% (num=15) do not have .
Results of the fourth question reveal that most students have no problem with technology.
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® Q2: Rateyour level of English

Table 02 : Students' proficiency in using technology

Students’ Response Number of participants Percentage
Good 74 71,1 %
Excellent 17 17,7%
Fair 4 4.2 %
Poor 1%
Total 96 100 %
Fair Poor
4,20% 12

Good
71,10%
76%

= Excellent
Good
Fair

Poor

Chart 3.5: Students proficiency in using technology

Based on the data collected in this table and the pie chart obtained, we observe that

71,1%( num=74) respondents consider themselves good a using Technology, while 17

participants (17,7%) see themselves as excellent, however only 4 students (4,2%) are fair in

technology usage, and just one of them answered that he is poor in using technology. So this

validates that most of them are knowing how to use the internet.
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® (Q3: Can you evaluatethe use of onlinelearning at 1bn Khaldoun during this covid-

19 period?

Table 03 : Students'level of English

Good / very bad Number of participants Percentage
1 15 15,6 %

2 17 17,7 %

3 30 31,3%

4 26 271,1%

5 6 6,3 %

6 2 2,1%
Total 96 100 %

35.00%

30.00%

25.00%

20.00%

15.00%

10.00%

5.00%

0.00%

Students ’‘level of English

2 3

Students “level of English

Figure 3.1: Students'level of English

The obtained results demonstrate that our respondents have different levels in which 31,3%

of them are average in the English language, followed by 17,7% with a good level, then
15,6% show that they have an excellent level. 27,1% see themselves well in English, and also
6,3% are bad. The fewest number 2,1 % argued that they have a very bad level.
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. Section Two: Students' attitude towards the application of BL learning approach

® Q4: Inyour opinion, which method is better for language learning?

Table 04 :Students’ preferable method in language learning

Response Number of participants | Percentage
Traditional Face to face 36 37,5%
Online learning 1 1
Mixture of online and faceto face | 59 61,5 %
Tota 9 100 %

Students’ preferable method in language
learning

Traditional F2F

37%
B Traditional F2F

BL method y i i
m Online leaming
S Online learni
nline arnlng BL method

Chart 3.6: Students preferable method in language learning

It is noticeable in the table and pie chart in particular, that 61% of responses are with
BL it is about 59 participants, 36 students prefer face to face method and only one student 1%
votes for online learning. That is to say, most students saw that Bl is a suitable solution for

language learning.
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® QS5: Your position regarding the application of BL at I1bn Khaldoun university ?

Table 05: Students' evaluation of the use of online learning at IBN khaldoun University
during the Covid_19 period

Evaluation useful/ useless | Number of participants Percentage
1 9 9,4%

2 11 11,5%

3 26 27,1 %

4 16 16,7 %

5 34 35,5 %
Total 96 100 %

Students’ evaluation of the use of online learning at IBN
khaldoun University during the Covid_19 period?

30.00%
27, 26
25.00%

20.00% / \
169 0%
15.00%
1 o

10.00% glqﬁ%—/ﬁﬁu,u

5.00%0

0.00%

Figure 3.2: Students evaluation of the use of onlinelearning at IBN khaldoun
University during the Covid_19 period

This item was addressed for our participants in order to know how they evaluate the use of
online learning at IBN khaldoun University. Most of them 35,4% answered that online
learning in our university is useless, 27,1 % consider it as somehow useful, followed by
16,7% for not useful, unlike others 11,5 % seeing it interesting, and the fewest number of
them found it useful. So these results indicate that the majority are dissatisfied where they do

not give it importance.
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® (Q6: Your position regarding the application of BL at Ibn Khaldoun university ?
Table 06: Students' position regrading application of BL in Ibn khaldoun university

Students’ Response Number of participants Percentage
With 16 16,7 %
Against 24 25 %
Neutral 56 58,3 %
Tota 9 100 %

STUDENTS’ POSITION REGRADING APPLICATION
OF BL IN IBN KHALDOUN UNIVERSITY

I With
Neutral Against
e ——

Chart 3.7: Students position regrading application of BL in Ibn khaldoun university

The table shows that the huge percentage represents 58,3% of neutral which means they are
neither with nor against This application of BL, in addition, 25% of them are against, and
only 16,7% are with.
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® Q7: Areyou satisfied with Ibn Khaldoun university's blended courses? ( how they

use this approach)

Table 07 : Master students' attitudes towards the use of BL at University

Students’ Response Number of participants Percentage
Very Satisfied 2 2,1%
Satisfied 7 14,6 %
Neutral 16 333%
Dissatisfied 20 41, 7%
Very dissatisfied 4 8,3%
Total 49 100%

Master students' attitudes towards the use of BL at
University

Dissatisfied
A2%

= Very Satisfied

uuuuuuuuu = 1NTuLian L33 ausnc u = vy wissatisfied

Chart 3.8: Master students' attitudestowardsthe use of BL at University

The reason behind this question is to deduce master students' attitudes toward the use of bl at
University. So we find out that only 2 students (2,1%) are very satisfied and 7 (14,6%)
announced that they are satisfied, while 16 students (33,3%) declared that they are neutral,
however the higher percentage in this investigation is 41,7 % for dissatisfied.(20),
furthermore, there are 4 students (8,3%) who are very dissatisfied. That is a means students of
Ibn khaldoun University support BL but most of them are not well satisfied with this method.
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® Q 8 Master studentsonly, how was your experience undergoing these cour ses?

Table 08 : Master students experience undergoing BL courses

Students’ Response Number of participants Percentage
Good 11 21,7%
Neutral 27 55 %

Bad 11 23,3%
Total 49 100 %

Master students experience undergoing BL courses

Bad Good
23% 22%

Meutral
55%
mGood mNeutral mBad

Chart 3.9: Master students experience undergoing BL cour ses

This question is designated only for Master students in which we asked students about

their experience undergoing these BL courses, so the table and the figure above demonstrate

that 11 students (21,6%) describe their experience as good. Moreover, 11 respondents
(23,3%) vote for bad , and 55% (num=27 )participants are about neutral.

Tovalidatetheir answers, we asked them about justification, and it was as follows:

A) For bad :

» Lessons were so long and unexplainable, teachers expected us to understand from the

given PDF so they made the questions in the exams as hard as usua even though we

studied nothing in sessions leading to catastrophic deliberations
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YV V.V V V V V V V VY

| didn't see any change in the level of students

They arethe worst ever

It wasn't very useful for me. | am fond of the traditional method of learning.
Not well organized

It is not enough for usto study just 15 days

A lot of courses with no explanations videos or summaries

| even couldn’t enter the site of learning

The lack of technological devices and programs

Because there were no good connection between students and teachers

| didn’t get anything till now

B) For neutral

Face to face teaching and learning Is better since it has more interaction between learners
and teachers. Moreover, i face some difficulties in accessing module platform and i don't
have access to module al the time. So for meis achallenge.

Some platforms were well managed

C) For good

® V V V V VY

No attendance

K egping students motivated

It was good for the limited contact with people

It makes learning good and understandable

It helped us to be autonomous Learners by searching and looking for new information

Q9: Third-year studentsonly, which is more convenient for you ?

Table 10 :Convenient method for third-year students

Students’ Response Number of participants Percentage
Traditional 32 77,4 %
Blended learning 9 22,6 %
Total 41 100 %
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CONVENIENT METHOD FOR THIRD-YEAR STUDENTS

M Traditional M Blended Learning

Chart 3.10: Convenient method for third-year students

The purpose of this question is to recognize which method is more convenient for third-year

students. The table and the pie chart above show that there is a huge difference between

participants' choices, where 77,4% (num=32) go for the traditiona face to face method,
while, the rest 22,6% (num=9) choose BL.

a)

And they resolvetheir answers by the following views:
For Traditional method :

Because it's more common and efficient for all learners

U can ask questions, concentrate better

WEell,1st because some of students do not have internet at home, 2nd when you are in
classroom u can share your thoughts your mistakes so that the teachers can correct them
spelling or writing mistakes.. the most important thing in learning the language is talking
and communicating ora conversation between teachers and students and that will be

possible by learning face to face in classroom..

It's easier and efficacious
Because learning requires both interaction and technology nowadays

Absorption more and focus
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> Documents are not enough

> We can get informations from students

> Better understanding

> | think that face to face learning because it gives motivation to study
> | manage to understand the course as well

> TherelSno culture of E- learning and no potentials

» Traditiona is the best because here the teacher directs us ,he correct our fuats and we

practice activities in which we learn more words and get more information

> Traditiona learning is more effective than online because we practice more activities

where the teacher guides us and give us more Informations

> Since online learning is not working in our university it's more convenient to use face to

face learning because it is somehow beneficial

> It'seasier for students to understand lessons when they're in class since they can ask for

something to be repeated or explained

> In addition to ur information the teacher will add more

> My focusleve is high only during classrooms

> Because online lessons are not available to al students, not al students have a
smartphone, and also, the student cannot understand online lessons without the teacher’s
explanation

> For mei can understand just when i learn in classroom science

> Poor internet with bad methods....

> It helps meto get theideawell

> Becauseit's more clear way

> From our first year we used to learn with this method (bl) and unfortunately we have got

no new information we have no baggage so | think the traditional method is more helpful
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>

more effective because you'll be in-front of your teacher where he/ she guides us give us

things we can not find in other sources

When | get my baccalaureate | were study with the traditiona method it so useful
however in university | found another method during 3 years method | haven't got any
level | felt that | still in secondary

It's the most useful method which increase all the skills that we really need as we are
English student so we can't develop ourselves with just online method or bl we need
traditional one we need teachers

because in face to face learning we can react on our study or give our opinion about our
study directly

Our study or give our opinion about our study directly

For Bl :

Not only in learning,using a combination of method is aways useful and beneficial.
Mixture and variety means to minimize the shortcomings of each side.

It is more available

Blended learning is very helpful .

It does not obligate thé presence of the learner ss WE CAN attained pour lessons online
Because learning requires both interaction and technology nowadays

Absorption more and focus

Because blending learners Can focus on content like New vocabulary or pronunciation
and by our on Time

It helps us to memorize ideas more effectively,we deal with explanation and formsand
pics

| manage to understand the course as well

Diversity, the choices help the students learn at their own pace.

Save some time to do another things

Learn much in ashort time

It's easy for us and helpful
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® QI10: Choosetheareasin which BL ismore beneficial

Table10: Theareain which BL is more beneficial

1]
|

2%

Students’ Response Number of participants | Percentage
Improves understanding 26 27,1 %
Increase vocabulary 25 26,1%
Improves Language acquisition 18 18,8 %
Flexibility of time and place 57 59,4 %
Help to ask freely without being complex or | 2 2%
shy
59.40%
27.10% 26.10% BE=
18.902% —
= Sdrie 1 ]
Flexible

Improves Increase Ernhance Encouraging

undearstanding Vocabulary Language

Seocitiom
..........

Graph 3.1: Theareain which BL ismore beneficial

Through this item, we intend to know in which area BL is more beneficial. So the data
collected shows that more than half of participants 59,4% find that BL is helpful in the
flexibility of time and place, 27,1% say that BL improves learners' understanding, however,
26% of respondents declare that it is helpful in the increase their vocabulary, while 18,8%
mention that overall it improves Language acquisition, and only two participants proposed
another area so he says that it helps students to ask freely without being shy or complex. So
that BL isbeneficial in all aress.
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® QI11: What do you likethe most about the blended learning approach ?
Table 11: The most likeable thing about BL

Students’ Response Number of participants | Percentage
Convince of not having to come to classes 26 27,1 %
The flexibility of being able to complete | 63 65,6 %
assignments anytime and anyplace

It was the only option for you 22 22,9 %
Other’s 4 4%

The most likeable thing about BL

70.00% 65.60%
60.00%
50.00%
40.00%

30.00% 27.10%
22.90%

20.00%
a,
10.00% 2%
0.00% .

Convince Flexible Enforced Others

B The most likeable thing about BL

Graph 3.2: The most likeable thing about BL

This question is concerned with students' overview regarding BL, and what they most
like in this approach. From the above data, we notice that students who choose the flexibility
of being able to complete assignments anytime and anyplace are nearly more than half
participants and it is the highest one by 65,6%.followed by 27,1% for those who choose BL
as a convenient method to not have to come to classes, however, 22,9% of participants say
that it was the only available option for them.

® QI12: What arethe challengesyou face while undergoing this blended learning
experience?

Table 12 : Challenges faced undergoing BL approach
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Students’ Response Number of participants | Percentage
Poor internet 55 57,6 %
Complex documents to understand and to | 45 46,9%
memorize

An efficient materials used by teachers 24 25%

Time and place management 14 14,6 %

CHALLENGES FACED UNDERGOING BL
APPROACH

E Challenges faced undergoing BL approach
70.00%
60.00%
50.00%
40.00%
30.00%

20.00%

10.00%

0.00%

Poor Internet Effective Flexible

Graph 3.3: Challenges faced undergoing BL approach

In this section, we would discover the challenges faced by students undergoing this BL
process .57,3% of our participants choose the first option which is poor internet access,
moreover, 46,9% of them were found complex documents and courses in which they can not
understand it and memorize it. Also, we have a portion of 25 % who claimed that the teacher
used efficient material. Only 14,6% of respondents face problems with place and time
management. After these results, we can deduce that bn khaldoun students faced different

challenges and issues during that period of the BL approach.
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® Q13: Doyou think that Ibn Khaldoun University has successfully implemented the

blended learning approach?

Tablel3 : Students opinion about IBN khaldoun university implementation of BL approach

Students’ Response Number of participants Percentage
Yes 17 17,7 %
No 79 82,3 %
Tota 9% 100 %

Students opinion about IBN khaldoun university if it
succeeded in the implementation of BL approach

mYes u Mo

Chart 3.11: Studentsopinion about I bnK haldoun university implementation of BL

approach

This part indicates that the majority of students are not satisfied with the implementation of
BL learning in 1bn khaldoun university, where 82,3% of students said NO the university did
not succeed in the BL approach, however, ,17,7% said Y ES which means they are satisfied. It
is Worthy to mention that approximately all students did not really like how ibn khaldoun
university implements BL approach since they have faced many challenges.

® In order to understand their position we have demanded from them to justify their

answers :

a) For NO
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*

Neither the teachers nor the administration were able to make the experience successful.
Us students faced difficulties memorizing and understanding the courses. They didn't
stick with us or basically we were given the very minimum for lessons and next year we
were supposed to know much more than that which led to our teachers facing problemsin
rescheduling the previous year lessons with the present year lessons. Those who actually
made it to the next year barely, found Themselves lacking knowledge needed to pass the
year , unable to comprehend everything at once ( leading to hate the courses) and failing
their next exams.

Because 15 days are not enough and helpful at all in fact there is no bl in our university,
only Moodle but it doesn't work and long pdfs .....ND in classroom the teacher explains
two lessons ND it's too much we get no
As | said before, blended learning is somehow complicated not only at IBN Khaldoun
university but in all Algeria. Thisis due to many reasons among of it, bad quality internet,
some teachers are not used to teach or deal with online courses, some students cannot
afford internet or digita devices...etc. Blended learning should be enhanced and
developed more to mee

Because 15 days is not enough, in one session the teacher explains several lessons and
here the student does not understand and Ibn Khaldun did not provide the appropriate
atmosphere for studying, the teachers offer long lessons that are difficult to summarize
and study and it's hard to enter in the platform to download lessons

Many students they don't come to learn in classroom nor in online classes. So, of course
they face challenges in blended learning as an example (problems in access to moodle
platform)

We can't access easily to the Moodle of platform we faced a lot of challenges poor
internet, long pdfs ,and in the classroom teachers explain more then two lessons so it's not
helpful at al .

They not have experience before thus they failed in giving the courses

because this approach need proficiency and in our university there is a lack of

competence

b) for YES

*
*
L 4

*Because it helped me to perform well
We deal with it above 3 year and it is getting better every year
Because now we can complete our assignments anytime without going to classes
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& Section Threee The réation between BL, second language acquisition, and

vocabulary learning

® Q14; Using the BL approach can improve your English vocabulary

Table 15 : Student’s opinion about the idea that “BL can enhance their English vocabulary ”

Students’ Response Number of participants Percentage
Strongly Agree 8 8.3%
Agree 38 39.6%
Neutral 34 354 %
Disagree 14 14.6%
Strongly Disagree 2 2.1%
Total 96 100%

STUDENT’S OPINION ABOUT THE IDEA THAT “BL
CAN ENHANCE THEIR ENGLISH LANGUAGE

Al IICITIOR P
AL I T IWI

Strongly Disagree
2%

Strongly Agree

aors
oo

o | -
C—
v VPR

T

ree
0%

Chart 3.12: Student’s opinion about theidea that “BL can enhance their English

vocabulary

Besides this question, we have found that 39,6% of our informants agree with the idea

of Bl can enhance vocabulary acquisition .35,4% neither agree nor disagree ( neutral).
Moreover, 14,6% disagree, also the fewest number of the with 8,3% are strongly agreed, and
the remaining 2,1 % were definitely against this idea which means they strongly disagree. We

conclude that English vocabulary acquisition can be improved by using the BL approach.
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Q15: From your perspective, What are the most effective factor s that

influence learners vocabulary acquisition?

Table 15 : Students perspective about the most effective factors that influence Learners '

second language acquisition

Students’ Response Number of participants Percentage
Learners personality and attitudes | 14 14,6 %
Social interaction 17 17,7 %
Learning motivation 18 18,8 %
Learning style 18 18,7 %
Learning environment 28 29,1 %

All of them 1 1%

STUDENTS’ PERSPECTIVE ABOUT THE MOST EFFECTIVE FACTORS
THAT INFLUENCE LEARNERS ' SECOND LANGUAGE ACQUISITION

P R

Chart 3.13: Students perspective about the most effective factorsthat influence

Learners' vocabulary Acquisition

As it is described in the table above, 28,1% were for the five-choice; learning
environment, while 18,8% were for the learning motivation, 18,7% with the factor of learning
style, and approximately in ratio with 17,7% choose the socia interaction. , Then a portion of
16,6% find themselves influenced by personality and attitudes. The rest of two per cent; 1%
for the environment and the other one 1% for all of them. So we resolve that environment has

avital role in language acquisition.
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® (Q16: Can Using BL can enhance your vocabulary acquisition?

Table 16 : Students opinion about the idea that BL can enhance their vocabulary

Students’ Response Number of participants Percentage
Strongly agree 3 31%
Agree 42 43,8 %
Neutral 33 34,4 %
Disagree 13 13,5
Strongly disagree 5 52 %
Total 9 100 %

Students opinion about the idea that BL can enhance their

= Strongly Agree

Disagree

vocabulary

Strongly Disagree

14%

= Agree = Neutral Disagree

Y

= Strongly Disagree

Chart 3.14: Students opinion about theidea that BL can enhance their vocabulary

According to the above table, we can recognize that 43,8% of students agree with the

idea of bl can enhance vocabulary acquisition, while 34,4% are neutral maybe it depends on

the way it is implemented. Moreover, 13,5% disagree, few numbers of participants strongly

agree it is about 3,1 %, however just 5,2% were definitely against this idea they strongly

disagree.
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e Q17: What arethe strategies you use most when you are lear ning
English vocabulary ?

Table 17 : The strategies that students use most when they learning English vocabulary

Students’ Response Number of participants | Percentage
Dictionary, memory and social strategies | 49 51 %
Dictionary strategies 19 19,8 %
Dictionary and guessing strategies 12 12,5%
Autonomy learning 9 94 %
Memory strategies 5 52%
Movies , songs and online chats with | 1 1%
foreigners through Facebook

Trandation and podcasts of native |1 1%
speakers

Memd#ovies, online
5% chats......

il

strategies
13%

>

strategies -
20%

Chart 3.15: Thestrategies that students use most when they learning English
vocabulary

Learning strategies differs from one learner to another so that we tried to discover
what strategies or tools students most use when they learn English vocabulary and we have
suggested many choices for them , after analysing the results we find that nearly more than
half of them ( 51% ) use dictionary memory and socia strategies ,on the other hand 19,8% of
students learn vocabul ary through dictionary electronic or written ones. Moreover 12,4% use

also dictionary and guessing , however 9,4% learn it autonomously, 5,2% choose memory
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strategies and two participants were different from the others one seeing that movies sound
and online chats with foreigners through Facebook help him learn English vocabulary and the
other one through tranglation and podcasts of native speakers.

Q18 :How can BL enhance students vocabulary?

In this item, we asked students about how can bl enhance their vocabulary since it is
an important step in language learning, as a result, we have got many different responses in
which each participant explain briefly how he enhance hig/ her vocabulary through the BL
course and these are some of their responses for this question : It will enhance the vocabulary
level because of communication,
¢ May beif teachers engage students in online sessions, or assigning them projects that can
help them improve their vocabulary.

¢ Bl enhance student's vocabulary because of reading a lot of courses and facing a bunch
of new and difficult words that need to be trandated by a dictionary till it will be
memorize

¢ It enhance the student learning experience by creating opportunities for student to
improve their understanding through their own exploration of topics

¢ Learning in two different methods give us the chance to know more words more
vocabulary more synonyms different ones where when we learn a new word in online
learning we ask the teacher about it therefore he gives usit's definition it's synonym

¢ Since teachers going to explain a lecture in class then in online class so learner will get
more vocabulary because of repetition

¢ We can learn vocabulary in autonomous learning by our selves and in classroom we
learn others and new words where we can ask the teachers about so that our vocabulary
will be different and plenty

¢ Learning vocabulary is not that easy thing so learners have to use tools and methods in
order to enrich their vocabulary so yes bl can enhance our vocabulary by learning
autonomously where learner with online learning for instance with his / her friends in
chatting groups can take and get new words new vocabulary, and in classroom he ask the
teacher about these words moreover he ( teacher) give him definitions and synonymy for
that words so that he find himself has a strong baggage

¢ By usingdictionaries If they do not understand something they google for it or search for

itin dictionaries and like that they will acquire new background acquire new language
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¢ By learning different and more vocabulary in online by ourselves we get new words
through videos or chatting with teachers or online courses like zoom or Skype then in
classroom with our teachers where we can ask them for synonymy of those word we have
leant through online method
thisis by electronic resources to provide and have agood level in vocabulary

¢ Dby learning autonomoudly in online learning where thé learner gain New word from
different sources and in classroom apply and use them with his teacher aso through
Reading ans analysing understood pdfs ( courses)

¢ Through autonomously learning by our selves and in classroom we learn others where
we can ask the teachers about so that our vc will be different

¢ Students are constantly reading written lectures and articles , doing assignments in a
written way , thus this will undoubtedly have a positive impact on the enhancement of the
writing skills and allow the student to enrich his’her vocabulary .

¢ Vocabulary is from the most important thing in learning new |ge so that BL gives the
opportunity of learning in two different ways methods and that make you memorize and
learn different vc.

3.6. Discussion

The purpose of this study was to examine the use of BL at IBN Khaldoun University
and its relationship to EFL students' vocabulary throughout the pandemic covid-19. In order
to achieve these objectives, the study provided answers to the 22 research questions listed
above. Severa implications can be drawn from the aforementioned data by correlating the
responses of participants to the three sections of the questionnaire. From the data analyzed
The mgjority of students have no difficulty utilizing technological equipment because we live
in atechnological age(Q1).

Regarding the opinions of students at IBN khaldoun University towards the
implementation of BL, the majority agreed that BL is an appropriate method for learning a
language ( Q7). The majority of them are dissatisfied with the execution of this approach at
IBN khaldoun University (Q9) (Q16), due to numerous difficulties they have encountered, for
example, according to (Q 15), the most significant obstacle is the absence of internet access.
Internet connectivity is a prerequisite for blended learning. It cannot be successfully

implemented without an internet connection.
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In order to understand the relationship between the BL approach and vocabulary, the
results demonstrated that BL can increase English language vocabulary in connection to
numerous elements, such as the learning environment and other strategies, as they have
stated: By employing dictionaries they do not understand something, they Google it or ook it
up in adictionary, and as a result, they will acquire vocabulary by learning autonomously in
online learning where the learner gain New word from different sources, and in the classroom
hey can apply and use them with their teachers. by reading and analysing comprehended PDF
(courses) » (Q21) (Q22). Therefore, students agree that BL is a useful way of acquiring a

larger vocabulary.
3.7. Conclusion

This chapter was devoted to the fieldwork required to fulfill our research and confirm or
deny our hypotheses. It opened with the reason behind why as researcherers selected the
third-year and master's-year samples for the present study. Additionally, we opted a
guestionnaire as a research instrument, followed by in-depth questionnaire analyses. In view
of the findings of this empirical investigation, it is essential to assert that BL is an effective
strategy for increasing EFL student’s vocabulary knowledge. The mgjority of third-year and
master's level students have a favourable attitude regarding the use of BL in learning SL, but

only if it isimplemented.
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General Conclusion

In reaction to the spread of the Corona Virus, students in higher education were forced
to switch from the traditional learning method to a hybrid mix that integrates online learning.
called blended learning, there have not been many studies about the effect of BL on second
language acquisition, as such, we conducted research to find the significance of blended
learning in influencing EFL students' vocabulary . Case study of both third-year and Master's
students at the University of Ibn Khaldoun, Tiaret, who underwent this approach in different
Settings.

This research study was composed of three chapters. The first chapter provides an
introduction to the historical context of blended learning, as well as the course design and
issues faced by students using this methodology. In the second chapter, we attempt to shed
light on the grouth of BL in the era of Covidl9 and the status of English in Algeria in
addition to vocabulary definition. The third chapter is the practical portion of the research, in
which we collect data from a questionnaire to discuss the selection of the sample and analyze

the results.

According to our discussion and findings, EFL students have a favourable view of
blended learning and agree that BL can improve their vocabulary. however, they are not
satisfied with how the university of Ibn Khaldoun is implementing the BL approach for
reasons like the poor ICT infrastructure, teachers who are not yet adopted remote teaching,
and poor use of materials, such as; using complex PDF as an alternative for actual lessons.
Therefore, blended learning can be an effective method for boosting students' vocabulary and
EFL students' acquisition. This method, however, requires proper execution.
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s Limitations of the Study

In order to gather the needed data in our research, certain limitation as a challenge since
we were obliged to collect students responses in period of time It was harder to collect huge
sample , it took more than month just to collect data because some of them are busy with
work aso in time . In addition, to the ambiguous a, unclear and uncompleted responses.
Second our study is to explore the efficacy of bl in enhacing EFL students vocabulary, few
studies were done about it so that we found difficulties in gathering sources .

<+ Recommendations

Based on the findings of our research study these following recommendation

can be made:

1) Teacher must take into consideration student obstacles specialy student who have weak
network

2) Teacher should to simplify lesson send in format of PDF as much as they can.

3) Teachersand Universities need to be more aware because neither teachers nor University

were able tomake the experience of bl successful
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AstudyaboutBlendedLearningBLeffe ctonEFLlearners'v
ocabulary.

Hello,everyoneweherebyinviteyoutoparti ci patei nour studyquestionnaire,wewill appreci ateyourcontribution
,ourtopicis'theeffectofblendedlearning(BL)onstudents vocabulary acquisition duringtheearsofcovid19"
Ifyouarenotfamiliarwiththeconceptof Bl endedL earning(iti sal earni ngapproachthatcombinestraditional fa
cetofacel earning'” classroom'withonlinel earningvi ai nternetpl atf orms),weneedyourfeedback,anditwil lb
eappreciated

Thanksi nadvanceforyourcoll aboration,time,andinterest.

*Required

Skipto question 1Skipto question 1

BackgroundInformation

1.Doyouhaveavailableinternet,andsmartdevicestoaccessonlinecourses?*

Markonlyoneoval.

Yes

No

2.Rateyourproficiencyinusingtechnology *
Markonlyoneoval.

Excellent
GoodFair

Poo

3:RateyourlevelofEnglish*

Markonlyoneoval.

Good Bad
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. Studentsattitudetowardstheapplicationof BL | earningapproach
Questionsabout

4. CanyouevaluatetheuseofonlinelearningatlbnKhaldounduringthiscovid-
*19period?

Markonlyoneoval.

Useful Usless

5.Inyouropinion,whichmethodisbetterforvocabularylearning®
Markonlyoneoval.

Traditionalwayofteaching(facetoface)Onlinelea
rning,usingTechnol ogy

Mixtureof OnlineandFacetoFacemethods

6.YourpositionregardingtheapplicationofBLatIbnKhaldoununiversity ?*
Markonlyoneoval.

WithNeut
raAgainst
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7.AreyousatisfiedwithlbnKhaldoununiversity'sblendedcourses?(howtheyusethisap
proach)

Markonlyoneoval.

Verysati sfiedSat
isfiedNeutralDis
satisfied

Verydissatisfied

8.Masterstudentsonly,howwasyourexperienceundergoingtheseBLcourses?
Markonlyoneoval.

GoodN
eutralB
ad

Justifyyouranswer,why?

9.Third-yearstudentsonly,whichismoreconvenientforyou?
Markonlyoneoval.

Traditional facetof acel earning(classrooms)

Justifyyouranswer,why?
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13.DoyouthinkthatlbnKhaldounUniversityhassuccessfullyimplementedthe*blendedlearnin

10.Choosethe areasin whichBL ismore beneficial®

Tickallthatapply.

Increasesl earnersvocabularyl mprovesl earne
rsunderstandingFl exibilityoftimeandplace
Overallimproves anguageacquisitionOther:

11.Whatdoyoulikethemostabouttheblendedlearningapproach?*

Tickallthatapply.

Convinceof nothavingtocometocl asses

Theflexibilityof bei ngabl etocompl eteass gnments(anytime/anypl ace) | twastheonlyav
ailableoptionforyou

Others

12.Whatarethechallengesyoufacewhileundergoingthisblendedlearning
*experience?

Tickallthatapply.

Poorinternetaccess
Anefficientmeteria susedbyteachers
Compl exdocumentstounderstandandtomemori zeTimeandpl

acemanagement

Other:

gapproach?
Markonlyoneoval.
Yes
No
2. justifyyourabovechoice?*
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3. 14. UsingtheBLapproachcanimproveyourEnglishlanguageacquisition™
Markonlyoneoval.

Strongly
AgreeAgree
Neutral Disagree
StronglyDisagree
4. 15.Fromyourperspective, Whatarethemosteffectivefactorsthatinfluence
*learners'secondlanguageacquisition?

Markonlyoneoval.

sociainteractionlearnin
gmotivationlearningsty

le

| earnerspersonalityandattitudel earningen
vironment

Other:

5. 16. Using BL can enhance your vocabulary acquisition*
Markonlyoneoval.

Strongly
disagreeDisagree
Neutral

Agree

Stronglyagree

6. 17 WhatarethestrategiesyouusemostwhenyouarelearningEnglish
*vocabulary?
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DictionaryStrategiesAu
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ryStrategies

Dictionary,memoryandsoci al strategi esDi ctionaryandGue
ssingStrategies

Other:
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Google
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Abstract

From the beginning of 2020, Covid-19 has caused the most disruption in the educational system,
including higher education. This disease forced universities and institutions of higher education
to improve their online learning/teaching, this has impacted EFL students because they
havefaced difficulties adjusting to their new situation, in particular, acquiring English
vocabulary, hence, this current study aims to investigate "the effectiveness of blended learning
in enhancing students' vocabulary. Subsequently, this study submits the use of online learning
based on acquis as statistical data to describe our findings. Thereafter, the data revealed that EFL
students have a positive attitude toward the implantation of BL if the university has met all
requirements such as building an ICT infrastructure

Key Words. Blended learning BL. Third year students, Master year students, Covid-19,
vocabulary.

Résumé

Depuis le début de I'année 2020, le Covid-19 a causé le plus de perturbations dans le systeme
éducatif, y compris I'enseignement supérieur. Cette maladie a obligé les universités et les
établissements d'enseignement supérieur & améliorer leur apprentissage/enseignement en ligne,
cela a eu un impact les éudiants EFL car ils ont fait face a des difficultés d'adaptation a leur
nouvelle situation, en particulier, I'acquisition du vocabulaire anglais, par conséquent, cette
étude vise a enquéter sur "le l'efficacité de I'apprentissage mixte dans I'amélioration du
vocabulaire des éléves. Par la suite, cette étude soumet I'utilisation de I'apprentissage en ligne
basé sur |'acquis comme données statistiques pour décrire nos résultats. Par la suite, les données
ont révélé que les éudiants EFL ont une attitude positive envers l'implantation de BL s
I'université a satisfait atoutes les exigences telles que la construction d'une infrastructure TIC.

Les mots clés : Apprentissage mixe, étudiants de troisieme année licence, étudiants de master,
Covid 19, vocabulaire
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