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Abstract :

The Islamic Maghreb knew a significant political evolution during the 5th
and 6th centuries AH (11th and 12th centuries CE). This shift, outwardly
political but deeply rooted in religious reform, began with the rise of the
Almoravid state (488-541 AH / 1095-1147 CE). Founded by the preacher
Abdullah ibn Yassin, the Almoravid state expanded to encompass large parts of
the Western Islamic world. Its power was built upon a comprehensive
foundation that integrated religion, politics, tribal solidarity (‘asabiyya), and
military organization, enabling it to establish a strong presence in the region.

Following the collapse of the Almoravid state, the Almohad state (515-665
AH / 1121-1269 CE) emerged from its ruins. This new state was the result of a
religious reform movement led by Muhammad ibn Tumart, which brought
about profound changes in the structure of governance and religious
propagation in the Islamic Maghreb. The leadership of both the Almoravids and
Almohads combined scholarship, religious principles, and justice, emulating
the prophetic model in their historical leadership. This approach ultimately led
to the establishment of a great and interconnected state.
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