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Abstract

This study aimed to address the civilizational, geographical, economic, social, and religious
development of Phoenician civilization as a central model for understanding the cultural, commercial,
and political dynamics in the ancient Near East and Mediterranean coasts. The study highlights the
distinctive geographical position of Phoenicia, which enabled it to serve as a bridge between Asia,
Africa, and Europe, and facilitated interaction with multiple civilizations such as Egypt and
Mesopotamia. The study also emphasizes the importance of maritime and industrial trade activities
that allowed the Phoenicians to build a vast network of colonies (such as Carthage and Cadiz) and to
transfer knowledge and culture between the East and the West.

Through the analysis of the Phoenician social system, the hierarchical structure of society led by the
commercial and religious elite is clarified, with a focus on the role of Phoenician women in religion,
politics, and the economy, reflecting a relative advancement in women’s status compared to
contemporary civilizations. The study also highlights the religious evolution of the Phoenicians, with
a diversity of deities, the duality of masculinity and femininity, and the cycle of life and death,
eventually leading to a shift toward monotheistic concepts in later stages.

This study also shows the Phoenicians’ interest in arts and architecture, as they excelled in the
production of purple dye, glass, pottery, and metals, and were innovative in sculpture and maritime
trade. The study also provides an in-depth look at the international trade networks established by the
Phoenicians and their impact on spreading advanced agriculture (especially olives and grapes) and
industrial techniques throughout the Mediterranean basin.

Keywords: Phoenician civilization, maritime trade, social system, religion, arts, colonie



