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Summary of the Graduation Thesis: ""Myths of the Ancient Near East"

Myths formed an essential part of the cultural and civilizational fabric of the Ancient Near East,
expressing the people’s views on the world, creation, gods, and humanity. These myths were
characterized by their diversity and symbolic richness, reflecting early human attempts to
understand natural phenomena and explain the cycle of life and death.

Ancient Egypt, Mesopotamia, and Phoenicia stand out as the main civilizations of the region that
produced a rich mythological heritage, reflecting their cosmic and spiritual visions and
contributing to shaping their peoples’ cultural identity.

Temporal and Geographical Scope

This study focuses on the myths of the Ancient Near East, a cultural-geographical concept that
includes some of the oldest civilizations located east of the Mediterranean Sea and west of Asia.
The research focuses on three major civilizations: Ancient Egypt, Mesopotamia, and Phoenicia.
The time frame spans from the late 4th millennium BCE to around the 1st century BCE, the
period during which the studied myths emerged and developed.

Research Problem

How did the myths of the Ancient Near Eastern civilizations—Egypt, Mesopotamia, and
Phoenicia—reflect the ancient human conception of the universe, creation, and the divine?

What are the most important myths from these civilizations? What intellectual, religious, and
political functions did myth serve in these societies?

Can myth be considered a reference for understanding the deep structure of the collective mind
in these ancient communities?

Methodology
To answer these questions, the research was divided into four chapters:

1. Introductory Chapter: Discussed definitions of myth, its types, and the distinctions
between myth, folklore, legends, and epic tales, as well as the geographical framework of
the Ancient Near East.

2. Chapter One: Focused on Egyptian myths, especially creation myths and the myth of
Isis and Osiris.

3. Chapter Two: Addressed Mesopotamian myths, including myths of creation, Ishtar’s
descent into the underworld, flood myths, and various epics.

4. Chapter Three: Examined Phoenician myths, such as the myths of Baal, Anat, Adonis,
and others.



Scientific Sources and Critique

The thesis relied on a variety of sources, including Strabo’s Geography and Herodotus'
Histories. Key references included Egyptian Myths by Don Nardo and Gods and Myths of
Ancient Egypt by Robert Armour.

Phoenician mythological sources are more limited due to the loss of most original texts and
reliance on external Greek and Roman accounts, which affects the accuracy and objectivity of
the available information.

Challenges Encountered

Some myths were repetitive in theme and structure, which risked redundancy. Additionally,
similarities and overlaps between myths made it difficult to differentiate their elements—
especially in naming deities, places, and distinguishing between myths and epics.



