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Summary

This study examines the conditions and reasons behind the
establishment of the civil administration in Algeria from 1871 to
1900, focusing on the circumstances that led to this transition and its
repercussions on Algerian society and European settlers. The military
phase (1830—-1870) was characterized by policies of repression, land
and endowment (waqf) confiscation, and the establishment of Arab
Bureaus to manage the local population. The civil administration,
initiated with the rise of the Third Republic in France, witnessed an
increase in settlers’ influence and their pursuit of administrative and
financial autonomy, exploiting France’s defeat by Prussia and the fall
of the Second Empire. This shift exacerbated the plight of Algerians
through laws such as the Warnier Law and the Sénatus-Consulte,
leading to land expropriation, heavy taxation, and the marginalization
of local leadership.

The civil administration perpetuated the deterioration of
Algerians’ economic and social conditions, sparking both armed and
peaceful resistance led by figures such as Sheikh Bouamama and El-
Mokrani, though these efforts failed to expel the colonial power.
Protest petitions reflected Algerians’ rejection of the new system.
Conversely, settlers achieved their demands for parliamentary
representation and financial independence through the establishment
of Financial Delegations in 1898 and the 1900 Law, strengthening
their control over economic and administrative affairs. The study
employs historical, analytical, and statistical methodologies, drawing
on Arabic and French sources, as well as academic theses, despite
challenges posed by the scarcity of archival documents and local
sources.



