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Abstract
This study aimed to address how Lisan al-Din Ibn al-Khatib portrayed the era of the Taifa kings in Al-
Andalus through his historical works, as a central model for understanding the political, social, and
cultural dynamics that characterized Al-Andalus during this critical period. The study highlights the
importance of Ibn al-Khatib not only as a historian who records events, but also as a witness to the
major transformations experienced by Granada and other Andalusian cities, and as an active
participant in political and cultural life, which gave his writings a unique blend of historical accuracy
and literary depth.
The study addresses Ibn al-Khatib’s background, social and scientific upbringing in Granada, and
reviews the stages of his education, his most prominent teachers, his career path, and his assumption
of state positions. It also highlights his scientific and literary status and the diversity of his output in
the fields of history, literature, and politics. The study also examines the political conflicts he faced,
his exile to Morocco, and the reasons for his ordeal and death, which clarifies the mutual influence
between his personal life, his experiences, and his view of historical events.
In the section on works, the study presents Ibn al-Khatib’s most important historical books dealing
with the Taifa kings, such as "Al-lhata fi Akhbar Gharnata" and "Al-Lamha al-Badriya fi al-Dawla al-
Nasriya," with an analysis of his methodology, sources, and style in presenting events and
personalities. It also deals with other works he wrote about the Taifa kings, and reveals his critical
vision of authority, ministers, and their role in weakening the Andalusian state.
As for the Taifa kings, the study addresses the emergence of the Taifa era and its developments, the
most prominent Taifa states in Al-Andalus, and analyzes the personalities of the Taifa kings through
Ibn al-Khatib’s works, his positions towards them, and his evaluation of their impact on the fate of Al-
Andalus, focusing on their role in weakening the Islamic state and opening the door to external
interventions.
The research problem is determined by how Ibn al-Khatib portrayed the era of the Taifa kings, and the
extent of the historical value of his works in understanding that period. The research adopts the
analytical historical method in tracking Ibn al-Khatib’s background and career, analyzing his works,
and studying the Taifa era as he portrayed it, linking all of this to the general context of events.
Keywords: Lisan al-Din Ibn al-Khatib, Taifa kings, Al-Andalus, history, works, political criticism



