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Abstract:

The study titled "The Slave Trade in the Western Sudan during
the Mediaeval Period" explored the roles of the kingdoms of Ghana,
Mali, and Songhai in supporting this trade by securing routes and
collecting taxes. Slaves were acquired mainly through wars, raids,
abductions, and debt bondage. Jewish merchants played a key role in
connecting the trade to markets in North Africa and Europe. The slave
trade also strengthened commercial ties with the Islamic East via trade
centers like Timbuktu and Walata.

While it boosted the local economy and increased wealth, it also
depleted labour, harmed agriculture and industry, and disrupted social
structures. Meanwhile, slaves contributed to spreading Islam and
Arabic culture, fostering cultural exchange across the region.

Keywords: Salaverry; West Soudan; the Middle Ages; Trade.



