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Abstract:

This study examines the views of the Egyptian thinker Taha Hussein on Arab heritage and his
critical and intellectual engagement with it. It analyzes Taha Hussein's vision, which revolves
around the necessity of rational criticism of heritage and his rejection of traditional acceptance
without ensuring its suitability for the requirements of the modern era. He emphasized the
application of reason in interpreting heritage texts. The study highlights how Hussein criticized
traditional heritage and sought to renew Arab thought, calling for the importance of liberation from
prevailing cultural constraints. It also examines Hussein's role in shaping Arab identity through his
literary works, such as "The Days" and "Pre-Islamic Poetry,” which reflect his ideas about Arab
heritage. This study examines his position on the idea of "returning to heritage,” as an attempt to
cling to the past. He points to the necessity of progressing toward the future and the vital role of
rational criticism in building a conscious nation capable of engaging with its cultural heritage in a
way that enhances its progress and development.

Keywords: Rational criticism, pre-Islamic poetry, heritage.

""We must always stand by the new that suits the spirit of the times, encourage it,
and defend it, while paying attention to the old part of our strong heritage, within which our
strong personality can crystallize."

Taha Hussein
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