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Summary:

This study, titled Prospects of the Philosophy of Religion in the Arab World according to Abdul
Jabbar Al-Rifai, explores the key features of Al-Rifai’s project to renew the philosophy of
religion. It does so by tracing his critical perspective on religious heritage, his stance on
traditional Islamic theology ( ‘/lm al-Kalam), and his efforts to establish a new understanding of
the philosophy of religion that responds to the transformations in contemporary consciousness.

Al-Rifai distinguishes between traditional Kalam and contemporary philosophy of religion,
considering the latter to be concerned with understanding the religious phenomenon from
humanistic and rational foundations. He redefines religion as an existential experience and a
psychological and ethical need, rather than as a closed ideological system. Al-Rifai focuses on
re-humanizing religion—making it responsive to human spiritual and moral needs—and calls for
a shift from a religion of fear to a religion of mercy.

He prioritizes the intellectual project of reconstructing Kalam in accordance with the
developments in modern human sciences. He calls for a theology that redefines fundamental
concepts such as God and revelation through an interpretive and open-minded lens, drawing on
the achievements of modern philosophy. Al-Rifai also engages with postmodern thought and
interacts with the ideas of liberation theology and the theology of mercy in an attempt to
overcome the repressive character often associated with traditional Islamic religious discourse.

The prospects of the philosophy of religion, according to Al-Rifai, stem from an urgent need to
renew Arab religious thought by embracing modern methodologies, addressing the questions of
contemporary humanity, and liberating religion from the rigidity of traditionalism. He advocates
for a merciful, humanistic, and rational discourse. By opening the space for philosophy of

religion within the Arab context, Al-Rifai presents a philosophy of religion with an Arab-Islamic
character that parallels what the West has philosophically produced, but which arises from our
own questions and our own cultural and religious heritage.
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