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Abstract

This thesis explores the complex relationship between the biotechnological
revolution and the question of values, through an in-depth analysis of Georges
Canguilhem’s philosophy. The rapid advances in biotechnology have significantly
expanded the scope of human intervention in living beings, raising ethical and
normative questions about the legitimacy of such intervention and the limits of
science’s authority over life.

The study begins with the hypothesis that modern science, since its inception,
has been founded on a strict separation between facts and values, thereby
marginalizing the normative dimension of scientific practice, particularly in biology.
However, Canguilhem’s philosophy—grounded in both medicine and philosophy—
offers an alternative view that reconnects life with normativity. For Canguilhem, the
living being is not merely a measurable object but a normative reality that generates
its own values from within.

Based on this conception, the thesis reconsiders contemporary biotechnological
practices from a critical perspective, asserting that technical efficiency cannot be
separated from ethical responsibility, and that life cannot be reduced to purely
scientific  standards  without accounting for its human dimension.
The study concludes that Canguilhem’s thought calls for overcoming the reductionist
tendency of modern science and for constructing an integrated vision that unites
knowledge and evaluation, science and philosophy, technigue and values, thereby
enabling a more self-aware and responsible scientific practice.

Keywords:
Georges Canguilnem , Biotechnology , Values , Normativity , Living being
,Philosophy and Science , Health , Bioethics.
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