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Abstract:

This thesis examines Immanuel Kant’s critical project, which marked a decisive
turning point in the history of modern and contemporary philosophy. Kant sought to
redefine the conditions for the possibility of human knowledge by establishing an
epistemological break with both rationalism and empiricism, which had dominated
prior philosophical discourse. His project is distinguished by its demonstration of the
necessity for a radical critique of reason to ground scientific knowledge on solid,
coherent foundations, while simultaneously setting limits to metaphysics—which
Kant regarded as a source of illusions and fallacies.

The thesis highlights how Kant reconciled the epistemological grounding of
science—through his emphasis on the role of synthetic a priori judgments and the
categories of understanding in organizing sensory experience—with his rejection of
any metaphysics that transcends the bounds of possible experience, particularly
within the realm of theoretical reason. However, this rejection was not an absolute
abolition of metaphysics; rather, Kant redirected it toward the domain of practical
reason. Here, metaphysical concepts (such as freedom, God, and immortality) retain
legitimacy as matters of practical moral faith, not as certain knowledge.

This study underscores that Kant’s critical philosophy rests on a central paradox: on
one hand, it imposes strict limits on scientific knowledge and paves the way for a
rigorous epistemological foundation for science; on the other, it restores the
significance of metaphysics as a human need within an ethical framework.

In conclusion, the thesis emphasizes the importance of invoking Kantian critical
principles to address contemporary epistemological and ethical challenges—
especially amid the dominance of positivist scientific trends and growing skepticism
toward all forms of metaphysics. It calls for leveraging Kant’s critical dimension to
develop a contemporary philosophical framework capable of reconciling
epistemology with ethics, and science with humanity.

Keywords: Critical Philosophy, Epistemology, Metaphysical Critique, Categories of
Understanding.
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