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Abstract :

In this paper, we discussed the definition of human sacrifices
and highlighted their manifestations across various ancient
civilizations, including the Phoenician, Egyptian, and
Mesopotamian civilizations. These civilizations varied in their
sacrifices, ranging from plant, animal, to human offerings. The
reverence for deities was of great importance to them, leading to a
diversity in gods and rituals. For instance, in Phoenician culture,
offering firstborn male children was a means of appeasing and
avoiding divine wrath. Egyptians were notably devout, practicing
human sacrifice since ancient times even before the dynastic
periods, and they placed significant emphasis on funerary rituals
due to their belief in afterlife. Meanwhile, in Mesopotamia,
sacrifices appeared early on, primarily animal with occasional
human sacrifices, but these ceased around the third millennium
BCE, replaced by rituals involving sheep slaughter.

Keywords: religion, belief, sacrifice, ritual, sacrifice, gods.



