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Study Summary:

Algeria was subjected to French occupation in 1830, like other
African countries, becoming the most important colony in Africa due
to its strategic location as a link between North and South, and a
gateway to Africa, especially the region of Wadi Mezab. France
sought to subjugate it using various arbitrary and enticing methods.
The people of Algeria, particularly in Wadi Mezab, had no choice but
to raise the banner of jihad against the colonizers, expressing their
refusal to accept French presence on their lands. Resistance became
their only outlet to express their rejection of French occupation, with
some resorting to armed struggle and others to intellectual and

ideological resistance.

During this period, numerous newspapers emerged, leading to the



designation of that year as the "Year of the Press.” Many prominent
figures emerged to lead the national struggle, including Sheikh
Ibrahim Abi El-Yaqgdhan, a prominent figure in contemporary Algerian
history. He played a significant role in advocating the national cause
and raising awareness among the Algerian population in general and
Wadi Mezab in particular. He is considered one of the pillars of Arab
reformist journalism in Algeria, issuing several newspapers aimed at
exposing the arbitrary methods and policies of colonialism. However,
vigilant journalism suffered colonial repression through the arrest of
its leaders and the issuance of detention and confiscation orders,

earning it the title of "opposed journalism."

Among these newspapers is Wadi Mezab, which addressed various

social, cultural, political, and religious issues, serving as a platform

for reform, preaching, and fostering enlightenment in society.

This academic study aims to provide a historical account of the



issues of Wadi Mezab through Abi El-Yaqdhan's newspaper, Wadi
Mezab, from 1926 until its suspension in 1929. It covers various
elements, starting with the geographical location of the Wadi Mezab
region and its major cities, followed by a description of the general
conditions experienced by the region before and during French
occupation. It also includes a translation of Abi El-Yaqdhan's
biography, tracing his journalistic and reformist journey. Lastly, the
study analyzes and critiques the most important issues addressed by
Sheikh Abi El-Yaqdhan through his newspaper, Wadi Mezab, which
ultimately led to its suspension by the French colonial authorities.
This arbitrary decision elicited local and international reactions,
confirming...

The newspaper's fame and its continuous commitment to serious

journalism.



