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The presence of Christians in the Islamic Maghreb:

The presence of Christians who are considered dhimmis in the Islamic Maghreb after they
accepted to live under the banner of Islam in exchange for paying tribute and preserving their
rights until the emergence of independent states, where their number intensified and the
strength of their appearance was during the Almoravid and Almohad eras.

The Almoravid era witnessed the influx of a number of Christians and living within this
state and participating in many fields, especially military ones, which characterized this era an
era of openness to the Christian community, which made their number increase significantly
within the authority and society compared to previous eras, where the social life of the
Christians of Morocco was characterized by stability to the extent of allocating neighborhoods
he prevented them from setting up their churches in the cities of Morocco," but these events
have repercussions, The nature of that era and the danger that Alfonso and the kingdom of
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Castile caused to the Muslim presence in Andalusia played a role in crystallizing the position
of the Almoravids on the exercise of religious freedom for Christians.

While in the Almohad era, although there were some repercussions due to the tension of
relations between Christians over the statements of the Almohad caliphs at this stage, which
was characterized by a kind of strictness. The truth is that the Almohads warned about the
Christians for several reasons, including: their position with the Almoravids late in their reign
and spying on Muslims for the Christians, however, the Almohad caliphs adopted a policy of
tolerance with them within the Almohad sphere, which led to their increasing influence in the
late period of this era and dependence on them militarily and materially, as their role in the
army became essential.
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