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Abstract: This study deals with the activity of the Algerian
People's Party during the Second World War, which had witnessed
events and developments that had a direct impact on the party's
activity. The most important of these are the emergence of Axis
powers propaganda in the Maghreb countries (including Algeria),
the defeat of France by the Germans in 1940, the Allied invasion of
North Africa in 1942, and the emergence of theidea of equal right to
self-determination of peoples, and until after the visit of General de
Gaulle to Constantine in 1943. The party had sought to use these
events to intensify its activities, penetrate into the masses, and
implant the ideas of independence among the grass-roots
communities, even though the party was disbanded before the
outbreak of war. Although there were harsh sentences delivered
against some members, including imprisonment, exile and financial
fines, the party managed to lead the national movement and impose
its independence approach, owing to the vitality and expertise of its
own members. The Party’s secret activity and the presence of some
members in prisons, including Messali Hadj(Party leader), also
helped to join new members who had an effective role in deepening
the independence thoughts among the masses and broadening the
party’s grass-roots base by establishing cells in various regions,
disseminating leaflets and posters, and publishing news papers.
Despite the fact that the PPA formed a coalition with moderate
elements at some points, so as required by the very nature of the
stage, it nevertheless maintained its autonomy approach, rejected
reform projects, and urged the various national movements to
embrace the need for independence.

Keywords: People's Party ; Nazi propaganda ; World War
II; Algerian Manifesto ; Movement of Friends of the Manifesto and
Liberty.
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