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The Position of Scholars on Myths and Legends in Algeria
During the Ottoman era
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Abstract: The most remarkable spiritual phenomenon of
Ottoman period in Algeria (1516-1830), is the spread of
“Myth and legend” or “superstition” so that it was believed
to be a part of the Islamic religion since it was linked to the
Sufism, and been under the patronage of the Turkish state
instead of fighting against these phenomena as long as it
doesn’t affect its existence.

This phenomenon, even controversial within the religious
community, is a source of harmony of the Algerian people
and played an important role by making them believing in a
united nation, and a united state. Although some the
researchers focusing on the negative aspects of “myths and
legend” , It seems that it had contributed to the preservation
of the nation’s identity and the reason which led to the union
of tribes and clans in the countryside of Algeria during the
Ottoman era, with the support of the Murabitin and Sufi,
that’s why the phenomenon became as a social discipline.

Keywords: Sufism; Superstition; myth; ottoman era;
Algeria
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