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Sabaean Inscriptions from the towns of Na‘it and Kanit
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Abstract: This study aims to investigate four unpublished Sabaean
inscriptions found in the ancient cities of Na‘it and Kanit. The history of
these inscriptions dates back to the era of the Kings of Saba and dii-Raydan
spanning the period from the first to the third century AD. Three of these
inscriptions are dedicatory in nature mentioning that a number of bronze
statues and gifts are offered to a number of Na‘it and Kanit deities. The

fourth inscription, (Haj-Kanit 1), is of a construction nature that
immortalizes the digging and construction of a water cistern in Kanittown.
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The significance of these inscriptions lays in disclosing new historical and
religious data, including the mentioning of two new Sabaean deities. The
first one is known as the God of Anhar (Haj- Na‘it 4), and the second one
appears in the name of Malikdu-yat‘an (Haj - Na‘it 5). The inscription (Haj -
Na‘it 6) is dated with NawafAdrah who belonged to Bani Hamdan and
Ghayman, while the inscription (Haj - kant 1) is dated in the name of the
two Qayls, BarijYuharhib and hisbrother, ‘AlhanNahfan. In addition to that,
this study discusses a new Sabaean verb that appears for the first time in the
ancientYemeni inscriptions. This verb is:HHFS (Haj- Na‘it 6/8).
Key words:Sabaean inscriptions, Na‘it, Kanit, Saba and dii-Raydan
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(5) Arbach, Mounir and Audouin, Rémy 2004. Nouvelles découvertes
archéologiques dans le Jawf (République du Yémen). Opération de
sauvetage franco-yéménite du site d'as-Sawda’ (l'antique Nashshan).
Temple intra-muros 1. Rapport préliminaire. [San’a’]: Centre francais
d'archéologie et de sciences sociales de San’a’. Pp. 24-25.
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Semitica et Classica, 6, pp. 117-119.
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Baltimore: Johns Hopkins Press. Pp. 200-201.
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