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Abstract:
Historical sources tell us the presence of many Algerian scholars in Tunisia during the
era of the Deys (1671 AD-1830 AD), which corresponds to a part of the era of the beys
of the Muradites (1631-1702), and part of the reign of the Beys of the Husaynids (1705-
1956 AD). The presence of those scholars in Tunisia was mostly temporary, as they used
to get there while visiting repeatedly the countries of the East, especially during their trips
to the Two Holy Mosques to perform the Hajj duty. By virtue of the contiguity of the two
countries, Algerian ‘Oulama’ and students of knowledge used to visit Tunisia to seek
knowledge, wander among its parts, study from its scholars, and reside for the largest
possible time in the capital Tunis, which was one of the most prominent scientific and
cultural cities at the time. Algerian Oulama also used to visit Tunisia for trade or family

reasons, and whatever were the reasons, they used to take advantage of their presence
there, contacting its Oulama, attending their seminars and various scientific meetings,
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discussing with them various jurisprudential and linguistic issues, and exchanging fatwas,
writings, permits and notes with them, and so the Algerian Oulama used to avail and
benefit in Tunisia. We guess, from the available sources, that Tunisia did not open up
prospects for Algerian Oulama for employment and social advancement, so we do not,
for example, find them appointed to higher academic and religious positions such as fatwa
and the judiciary, and perhaps this explains the small number of Algerian Oulama
permanently residing in Tunisia. In this study I shed light on a group of Algerian Oulama
who were in Tunisia during the studied period, and deal with how they communicate with
its scientific and religious elites, and the way they affected them and are effected by them.
All this falls within the framework of scientific and cultural communication between the
two neighboring countries.

Key words: Ottoman Algeria, Zaytuna Mosque, Al-Worthelani, Abu Ras Al-Nasiri,
scientific communication.
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