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The Caravans Trade in the Dahara and its organisation by the
Colonial Administration during the 19th century
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Abstract
Along the historical periods, trade has been the most important
economic resource for peoples, and at the same time it served as one of
the pillars of any political authority in a region. Therefore, what
happened in Algeria was viewed as an evident example. It happened
specifically in its Sahara during the 19th century. For that it employed all
military and political means. Hence, trade was one of the peaceful means
that contributed to the peaceful colonial tide and incursion between
tribes. For its political importance, the colonial administration gave
special attention to the caravans trade and arranged for it a special system
to supervise it through a local administration *“ the Arab Bureau”,.
Therefore, this paper attempts to answer the following questions : "How
was the status of the caravans trade under the supervision of the Arab
Office? To what extent did it first contribute to the French expansion
towards south and secondly to look beyond it towards Sudan? And how
did this Bureau organize the caravans? What are the consequences of this
caravans trade politically and economically?
Key words:
The Caravans Trade; Géryville; Algeria ; the Arab Bureau; Sahara; the
Colonial Administration; the desert tribrs ; French colonialism.
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1- C.A.O.M. 22H/26. GGA. P.O. Au sujet d’'une caravanne enlevu par les Touarg d’Oeugar. 26/5/1859.
2- Ibid. P.O. Au sujet de la rentrédes caravannes du Gouara. 28/1/18

3- Ibid. P.O. Au sujet de la rentrédes caravannes du Gouara. 28/1/1859.

4 - Ibid. PO. Au sujet des caravannes du Gourara. 281111860

5- C.A.O.M. 23]/10. Cercle de Géryville. ler trimestre de 1862.
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1- C.A.O.M. 23J/10.Cercle de Géryville. 1¢ trimestre de 1863.
- /11 .C.A.O.M. 23J/10. Cercle de Géryville. 1* trimestre de 1862.
- /111 .C.A.O.M. 23]J/10.Cercle de Géryville. Rapport 1* Trimestrede
1858
2- C.A.O.M. 2H/25. GGA. Armée d’afrique. PO. Etat major. Demande
de la création du cercle de Géryville. Oran. 15/5/1855.
3- C.A.O.M. 22H/26. GGA. P.O. Au sujet d’une caravanne enlevu par les
Touarg d’Oeugar. 26/5/1859.
-////. P.O. Au sujet de la rentrédes caravannes du Gouara. 28/1/1859
-/1'/. PO. Au sujet des caravannes du Gourara. 28L1L1860
- //'/l. Service cviles. Paris. Accusé de reception de nouveau de la
dépéche relative de ’arriver de touarg a Alger. 25/1/1856.

1-.C.A.O.M. 22H/26. GGA. P.O. Au sujet d’une caravanne enlevu par les Touarg d’Oeugar. 26/5/1859.
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4- C.A.OM. 10H/73. GGA. Geryville 1858. «Relations politique
extérieurs et commerciales
-/l . GGA. PO. « Au sujet dela rentrée des caravanes du Gourara
28/1/1859 ». de Géryville
5- GGA. Tableau de la situation des établissements Francais dans
I’Algérie 1860. Imprimerie Impériale . Paris. 1860.440 -441.
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1- Achill Fillias. Géographie physique et politique. 2éme édition.
Hachette et C'® libre. Paris. 1875P. 57.
2 _Pelissier. Annales Algeriennes. V1. Jdumaine. Paris. Bastide.Alger.
1854
3- Peyronnet. Livre d’or des officiers des affaires indgénes (1830-1930).
T1. Imprimerie Algérienne. Alger. 1930.
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1- GB. L’oasis de Feguig. L’illustration. 26 éme année 18/8/1868. N=
1327.P. 68.
2-G. Segratain. Souvenires d’un officier de I’armée d’afrique. BSGA. 1*
semestre. N=161-162. PP. 54-55.
3-G. Segratain. La Fondation de Géryville. Kepi Blanc. N=. 148. 8/1959.
P.28.»
4-Thullier. Les Bureaux arabes. Courrier de 1’ Algérie.9¢me année.
8/2/1869.
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1- Roney Alain. Les Said Attba de Ngoussa. Histoire et état actuel de leur
nomadisme. L’Harmattan.Paris. 1983.
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